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Standards and Student Performance  
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Lessons 1
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Resources/ References




1. Type in this web site
[image: image12.png]SRR - BN Tre ATRITINS.

e

! http:/ /kids.nationalgeographic.com/Animals/CreatureFeature/ -





2. This website will come up
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3. Select your animal
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4. Click on acts & photos video & sound, and map (Listen and read) 
Print out a picture of your animal 
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• Approx. 500 students�• Located by a neighborhood�• Students walk to school and ride the buses�• School was built in the 1970’s �• Students come from all financial backgrounds 


• PTO is very involved with the school








• There are 24 students in this third grade class�• There are 3 other third grades�• Each class has students learning at different levels�• The school is transient, some skills need to be revisited �• Skills learned so far:


	• Location of materials in the library, can use online catalog �	• Technology: Use computers for search, projects and learning games	�	• Fiction and Non-Fiction �	• Asking if they need help�	• Questioning and individual learning is encouraged





• Located in the center of the school, close to the entrance�• There is one Media Library Specialist (MLS)


• The teachers and the MLS have a good relationship and make time to meet�• Non-fiction and fiction books are kept current�• Reference materials have reduced in quantity because of online databases, software 


  programs and new audio visual�• Space is always a problem and the MLS has to be creative to make room for all the�  on going projects�• The Media Center is bright and cheerful and laid out well to utilize all the space�• The MLS is hands on and very accommodating


• MLS is using curriculum mapping for the skills because of transient students


• MLS oversees audio, visual, local speakers, field trips, and in-house meetings


�





Teacher: The teacher talks with the students about what a biologist does. She reviews some of the important work that is done by Biologist. She talks to the students about how classifying first was established. She talks to the students about the man who started the classifying process.


Media Specialist:	• Dress up like a Biologist, white coat badge and hold a magnifying glass.


			• Greet the students as they come into the center and inform they are now entering�			  a laboratory�			• Each child receives a small clipboard, plain paper, pencil a badge with his/her name 			   on it and a 				   





Objective:		• The goal of this lesson is to get the students thinking like Biologists. Showing the 			   three ways to research, classification, observation and data collection is important�			   for future projects and allows for the students to think for themselves. The whole idea			   is to make it fun and interesting for them. Allowing them to act the part of scientist�			   will visually connect them to the process.





Time in Center:		• The students are in the center 45 minutes�


Procedure:


Classification:		• The class is divided into 4 groups, and have them sit with their groups					• The student are asked if they know how scientists get their information�			• Talk to the students about how the scientist observe, gather data and group items �			• Today they are going to classify objects, and show them a plastic turtle, lion and fish�			• Ask them how are they alike, how are they different


			• Have them work together at their table and write down their thoughts


			• Wait 10 minutes and have them present their findings


			• Tell them they have classified and grouped the 3 animals.





Observation:		• The students will now learn about observing�			• Pass out pictures of all different animals�			• The student to write down what he/she sees using a worksheet					• Give the students 10 minutes to look at the picture and write down what they see


			• Call out characteristics of different animals and have the students stand if their animal 		                has that characteristic  





Data Collection:            • Talk to the students about data collecting. There are many ways to get information.�			• One way of gathering information is by using the Dewey Decimal System and looking 			  up the animal you are researching. Using the online catalog and typing in the name of 			  your animal will tell you where to locate books for the information you need. In the 			  Dewey Decimal System 500 means science and 9 stands for animal. �			• Go to the online catalogs and type in the animal you are looking for and write down 			  the location number. Go to the shelves and find the book you need.�			• Allow 15 minutes for the students to get the information, verify they have the book�			  and the number.





For Fun:			• The last 10 minutes have the students draw their own animal species�			


Materials:		• White lab coat, with magnifying glass and badge�			• Badges and clipboards (they will return each day)�			• Paper, pencils 


			• Plastic animals�			• Pictures of animals








The model that will be used for the third grade lesson on classifying and grouping animals:


The Big6 Model by  Michael B. Eisenberg and Robert E. Berkowitz


� HYPERLINK "http://www.big6.com/" ��http://www.big6.com/�


The Big6 model was chosen for the third graders, because the 6 steps are easy for the third graders to follow. The Super3 was used for the students in kindergarten through second grade. Using the Big6 allows them to scaffold using their existing skills. Callison writes, “Young learners gain confidence because they “see” the task can be managed”. Callison also writes “ that the Big6 is “Compact and efficient, the following six steps make for an understandable agenda leading to meaningful instructional collaboration between library media specialist and teacher.”





Task Definition:  Students will participate in some fun ways to learn about grouping and classification. They will take on the role of a Biologist and learn several ways to gather information. They will be primarily working with animals. They will be given an animal to seek information about and list in a small booklet. The characteristics they find about the animal in various ways will help them determine the group the animal will belong.   


�Information Seeking:  Students will be shown different ways to find information about their animals. The students will be guided to seek their information 3 different ways, online, print resources and their own observations. 


�Location and Access:  The students need to rely on what is the best way to find the information they need.  





Information Use:  The resources they will be using will give them a variety of ways to determine the information they seek. They need to determine the best source for the information they need.





Synthesis:  The student will be responsible for presenting the animal to the class and their findings. The booklets should be neat and colorful. The student will draw the animal they are researching on the front and add pictures throughout the booklet. The class will determine if the animal has been classified correctly. 





Evaluation:  Review how the student used all the resources. How did the student use their time? Did they ask questions? Did they gather enough information? Were they able to present their findings? Did they use the software, database, print materials successfully?





Model Pros/Cons�This is a good model to use for the age group. The model I selected is more Information Search, because it helps guide the students. It would be good to use the Information Inquiry models for the older students so they could become better independent learners. With all models there are limits that is why it is important to adjust the model to better serve the students you are working with. Another pro with the Big6 if you have students that are behind in their learning and inquiry skills you can use the Super3, a scaled down easier model to follow. Spending time with the students and meeting with the teachers will help determine what model is best for the class and possibly for the school. 








Standards for the 21st-Century Learner Used in Third Grade Lessons


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslproftools/learningstandards/standards.cfm" ��http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslproftools/learningstandards/standards.cfm�





1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions.





1.1.6 Read, view and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning.





2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make decisions, and solve problems.





3.1.3 Use writings and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively.��1.4.4 Seek appropriate help when needed.��4.1.8 Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning.





4.3.2 Recognize that resources are created for a variety of purposes





4.2.1 Display curiosity by pursuing multiple resources





4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience�





Indiana Standards Used in Third Grade Lessons


� HYPERLINK "http://www.indianastandards.org/" ��http://www.indianastandards.org/�


�Standard 4: The Living Environment�3.4.1 Demonstrate that a great variety of living things can be sorted into groups in many ways using various features, such as how they look, where they live, and how they act, to decide which things belong to which group.





Standard 4: Processes and Features


Use various reference materials (such as dictionary, thesaurus, atlas, encyclopedia, and online resources











Teacher: The teacher shows a video on different animals in their surroundings. At the end of the video she asks the students about how they would group the different animals they saw. What is alike, what is different? The teacher shares with the students a book about animal poetry. She then sends them to the media center.


Media Specialist:	• Dress up like a Biologist, white coat badge and hold colored pencils and notebook�				


			• Greet the students as they come into the center and inform they are now entering�			  a laboratory�			• Each child receives a small clipboard, a badge with his/her name on it and a 				  notebook





Objective:		• The goal of this lesson is to get the students thinking like Biologists. It is important to 			   be able to communicate to others the knowledge gained through inquiry. Like a 			   scientist it is important to document and communicate to others their findings. The       		                 students need to understand that you can learn from others and be able to share the 			   knowledge they have gained. 





Time in Center:		• The students are in the center 45 minutes


Procedure:		• Have the students sit down and pass out the animal pictures and datasheets they 			  worked on last time			�			• Explain to the students that part of being a good Biologist is documenting the 				   information they have found and share with others so they in turn can use that 				   information in future research	�			• Holding up the notebooks the MLS will explain the process�				• Glue the picture of your animal on the cover and fill out the noted 					   information�				• Fill in the information on the two sheets inside�				• List the sources on the last sheet�				• If time write a small poem about your animal�				• This process should take 20 minutes 


			• Spend the last part of the class presenting their animals�			• Make sure to ask how they grouped their animals and why


			• Welcome comments from other students and allow them to question if the animals�			   were grouped correctly�			• Talk to the students and ask them if they enjoyed the lesson, also find out if they now 			  feel more comfortable grouping and classifying animals �			• Do they feel they did their best effort, or do they wish they would have done 				   something differently





For Fun:			• Make sure the students keep their badges and notebooks�			• Pass out bookmarks with animals�			• Hold up fiction, and non-fiction books that can be checked out on animal				


Materials:		• White lab coat, notebook and badge�			• Badges �			• Return the pictures and datasheets


			• Colored pencils, markers�			• Pencils, erasers�			• Poem books, animal books both fiction and on-fiction�			• Pre-made notebooks�			• Evaluation sheets�			








Teacher: Has a representative from the zoo stop in to talk to the students about classifying animals. He brings in 1 animal from each of the following groups, mammal, bird, reptile, amphibian, fish and insect. The students are able to spend time asking questions and touching gently the animals brought in. 


Media Specialist:	• Dress up like a biologist, white coat badge and a cage.


			• Look frazzled and explain to the students there are animals all over the library and 			  they are responsible for getting them back in their cages, so they can go back to the 			  zoo they must complete research in three stages to find where they need to go�			  Have some jungle noises playing in the background�			• Data sheets are passed out to the students�			• They must get all the information to get their animal back in the cage,	 and they will 			   be using the information they gather to complete an additional project	





Objective:		• The students are responsible for locating the required information listed on the data 			  sheet to help them determine what cage the animal needs to go in. There are three 			  different areas they need to go to find the info they need.  They will be using print 			  resources, go online to discover more about the animal and observing at a �			  table set up with resources to see, feel and question 





Time in Center:		• The students are in the center 45 minutes


Procedure:		• Have the students sit down, and divide them into three groups�			• Explain that they will be going to three different locations to find their answers to�			   questions on their data sheets			�			• One location has books, encyclopedias, magazines, they need to list the source�			  they got the information from on their sheet (citing was taught by their teacher)�			• 2nd location is using an online source to locate their animal, this source lets them hear 			  their animal, see their animal and get some facts about them (use the headphones 			  please) Instruction sheet is by each computer, they will also print out a picture�			• 3rd location allows for the students to touch and explore different displays �			• The groups will go through together, when you hear a bell and a reciting of a animal�			   poem, you need to move on to the next location (about 10 minutes per location)�			• MLS will be walking around please ask questions! Help each other.�			• When all locations have been completed, return the sheet and animal picture to the 			   MLS, she will then allow you to put your animal in the cage, make sure your name is 			   on the data sheet, you are the Biologist!�			


For Fun:			•  Mixed up animal sheets to color with fun animal poetry to take with them�			   or if time allows to do in the media center


			


Materials:		•  Location 1�			   Books, dictionaries, encyclopedias, magazines (Ranger Rick and National Geographic 			   Kids and Zoobooks) (table should be colorful and inviting) chairs to sit add pages and write


			•  Location 2�			   Computers up and going, access to internet set�			   Instruction sheet the National Geographic site set by each computer�			•  Location 3�			   Include on this table, fur, small fish tank, photos graphs of animal characteristics�			   (feet, gills, eyes, legs, ears etc.) turtle shell, pictures of the animals environments,


			   see if other teaches have class animals you can barrow, etc.


			•  Data sheet�			•  Bell and a list of fun animal poems�			•  Plastic animals (safariltd.com) and 5 small cages 








The goal of this lesson is to get the students more familiar with the becoming information scientists. Students need to feel at home in the Media Centers. They should be able to know what resources to use to get the information they need. They also need to understand that there are many ways to find the information and how they find the information is sometimes more important then what they find. Students need to open their minds to all the possibilities and resources offered in the media centers. �The Media Specialist worked closely with the teachers to create lesson plans that are fun and key to learning the Academic Science Standards needed as well as scaffolding to new literacy skills. Because it is important to be “information scientists”, having them be Biologists allows for them to seek and question. Using props to make them visualize they are in a lab makes it more fun for the student and the Media Specialist. The students will later on connect the skills they learn during this lesson with the fun they had being a biologist. The Media Specialist was able to prepare for the lesson because of the meetings early on with the third grade teacher. They decided that the teacher would prep the students with the history and the ways to group the different animals. The information that has been taught will reoccur during the information seeking the student does in the media center. The student will take that knowledge and use it to seek their own questions and answers. The student will first be taught how to be a Biologist using classifying, data collection and observing. Using different techniques the Media Specialist will guide them through these tasks. Next the Media Specialist will set up three areas of inquiry. One will be using the printed materials, the 2nd will be using a online program, and the third will be a visual display and interaction.


 Students will start out learning about the process of how a scientist gathers information. The first lesson uses various ways to engage the students in the process of scientific information gathering. The 2nd lesson directs the students to find the information they need through print resources, online websites, and first hand observations. Using the Big6 as the model for inquiry helps lead the students through their research. The teacher and the Media Specialist will meet following the lessons to review and assess the students. �Barbara Stripling and Sandra Hughes-Hassell  (72) refer to Media Specialists as “important players in the literacy landscape of the school’.  Doing this lesson help prove how important it is to have Media Specialist working with the teachers. Combining ideas and using the resources available makes the lesson more meaningful and memorable.  





Old Polly Parrot�Old Polly Parrot’s the smartest of birds;


She knows more than 270 words


That she learned as the pet of a pirate �named Kemper;


A man who, it’s said, had a very bad temper.


Her first day in class, Polly opened her beak,


And was sent to the office for nearly a week.


Since then, because Polly’s a sensible creature,


She only repeats words she hears from our teacher.�There’s a Zoo in Room 22 by Judy Sierra





Learning should be fun! Use the fun �poetry to catch the students attention, or


to use during breaks and stretchers.





Combine the poetry with the project as a way for the students to remember!





I had a second grade teacher in Atlanta, Georgia review the lesson plan. She was able to give several suggestions, which I incorporated into the lesson plan. She suggested that I include something to catch the student’s attention that was fun and would help them visually remember the lesson.  I added the Biology materials (badge and clipboard); I also included the poems about different animals that could be used to get their attention. She mentioned that typically her class would go to the library once a week, one week for stories, and one week for inquiry.  She also questioned the time I allowed for each part of the lesson. I guess it would depend on the students, and could always be adjusted. She mentioned that it is good to allow for students that are not at the same level of skills as the other students in the class. She felt that overall it was a good lesson plan, and additional lessons could be added. Such as maybe have the students do a powerpoint page, or add a field trip.


 Carol Largent�2nd Grade teacher�Pickets Mill School�Kennesaw Georgia





Quadruplets�Nine-banded armadillos�Look like rounded armored pillows�Their bodies have an armored shell,�A bone-afide porta-motel.�Each dillo son has three brothers,


Each daughter, sisters with three others�For momma always births quadruplets�Identical within the grouplets.�One time, Moe, Joe, Shemp, and Curly,�Next time, Sue, Lu, Beth, and Shirley.�Animal Mischief by Rob Jackson








Camels�Consider now the dromedary,�Domesticated desert ferry�Piled high with heavy crates�It loses up to half its weight�Especially when dinner’s late.�While other camels have two �humps upon their Bactrian�The dromedary has just one, an interesting factrian.�Animal Mischief by Rob Jackson





Starfish�I envy the echinoderm�Or starfish, by simpler term.


It looks for dinner all about�And finding food, it doesn’t shout�It turns its stomach inside out,�No Napkin needed for its mout.�Animal Mischief by Rob Jackson





Arlon, P. (2004) DK First Animal Encyclopedia. New York. DK Publishing �Callison, D. and Leslie Preddy. (2006) The Blue Book: On Information Age Inquiry, Instruction and Literacy. Westport, Connecticut. Libraries Unlimited


Jackson, R. (2006) Animal Mischief. Honesdale, Pennsylvania: Boys Mill Press, Inc.�Kalman, B. Many Kinds of Animals. New York. Crabtree Publishing Company


Pearson, S. (2005) Who Swallowed Harold?. New York: Marshall Cevendish


Prelutsky, J. (2007) In Aunt Giraffe’s Green Garden. Harper Collins 


Sierra, Judy. (2000) There’s a Zoo in Room 22. New York: Gulliver Books, Harcourt, Inc.�Stripling, B. and Sandra Hughes-Hassell. Curriculum Connections Through the Library. (2003) Westport, Connecticut. Libraries Unlimited








Helpful Websites for Teachers and Media Specialists


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/kidscorner/classification/kc_class_again.htm" ��www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/kidscorner/classification/kc_class_again.htm�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.pembermuseum.com/make_critters.shtml" ��www.pembermuseum.com/make_critters.shtml�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.everythingesl.net/lessons/animalstwo.php" ��http://www.everythingesl.net/lessons/animalstwo.php�





� HYPERLINK "http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/index.html" ��http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/index.html�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.kidzone.ws/animals/animal_classes.htm" ��http://www.kidzone.ws/animals/animal_classes.htm�
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How can we do it better next time? Did the students enjoy the lessons? Were the skills met? Did the students have fun?





After the lesson plans and the students have presented their projects, it is good to sit down with the teacher and find out what worked and what did not work. Discussing where there are weaknesses in the lesson plan will help to improve it for next time. What elements worked?


Does the teacher need to explain more on her end, or should the MLS do more in the media center. The teacher needs to assess the MLS, Callison writes (489) “Those who seek status as a teacher of Information Inquiry will seek out assessment of their instructional role and welcome the opportunity to be judged as a leader in curriculum development.” The MLS needs to be open to assessment and changes. �Some the things that can be assessed by both the teacher and the MLS:�		• Did the lesson hold the students interest? Did they understand?�		• Were all the skills met for the lesson plan�		• Were the students lacking in certain skills brought up to date�		• Did this lesson help make the students more comfortable in their inquiry?�		• Can this group of students scaffold to the next level of skills, or is there more 		  work to be done?�		• Was the Big6 Model a good model to use or should that be changed?�Reviewing the assessment sheets made by the MLS with the teacher will give the MLS and teacher an insight to how the student is progressing. The MLS cannot completely evaluate the student without the input of the teacher. Once the assessment sheets have been reviewed the MLS would then be able to add to the curriculum map for each child. Barbara Stripling and Sandra Hughes-Hassell (108-109) talk about the curriculum map “as a road map shows where you are, where you are going and how you get there, a curriculum map shows where you are with the curriculum, where you need to go, and how you will get there.” �The goal of the lesson is to take the student through 3 different methods to find the information he/she needs. Using the grouping and classifying of animals allows for a fun inquiry based lesson. Animals are interesting to both girls and boys and allowing the students to use three different sources makes that the information gathering more fun. It is important to draw the students in; using fun props such as costumes, badges, and inexpensive plastic animals is a fun way for the students to visually remember the lesson. Using the poetry throughout is a good way to break things up and give the students another creative way to express themselves.�� HYPERLINK "project%204/assessment.doc" ��Assessment sheet� �� HYPERLINK "project%204/datasheeta.doc" ��Completed datasheet��� HYPERLINK "project%204/notebook2a.doc" ��Completed notebook� and � HYPERLINK "project%204/notebookb.doc" ��Competed notebook inside�














Data Sheet�Date  December 1, 2008�Time  2:00�Biologist Name:  Amanda Peters








     �





Info to Find�
Findings�
Complete�
�
Animal Name


�
Bald Eagle�
(�
�
Color


�
brown, white�
(�
�
Fur, feathers, skin, shell,�body looks like?


�
feathers�
(�
�
How many legs? Feet look like?


�
2 legs and claw feet�
(�
�
How does it move?


�
flys and walks�
�
�
Where does it live?


�
high in a nest�
(�
�
Warm or cold blooded?


�
warm blooded�
(�
�
What does it eat?


�
meat and fish�
(�
�
Born alive or eggs?


�
eggs�
(�
�
Migrate or hibernate?


�
hibernate�
(�
�
Can it swim? 


�
yes�
(�
�
Can it fly?


�
yes�
(�
�



Notes:_great eyesight , lives to be 35 years old, wing span of 8 feet











I would classify my animal as a  Bird











Data Sheet�Date�Time�Biologist Name:








     ��





Info to Find�
Still needs to work on�
Score�
�
Listened and followed directions


�
�
�
�
Worked well with others


�
�
�
�
Asked for help if needed


�
�
�
�
Was curious and asked questions


�
�
�
�
Was organized in the process


�
�
�
�
All the questions were answered


�
�
�
�
Worksheet was completed


�
�
�
�
Understood the online information, could find the information needed


�
�
�
�
Offered ideas and suggestions


�
�
�
�
Information was correct


�
�
�
�
Project was free of errors


�
�
�
�
Project was presented well


�
�
�
�



There is a possible score of 48 points





Notes from teacher and MLS meeting:

















     �





Info to Find�
Findings�
Complete�
�
Animal Name


�
�
�
�
Color


�
�
�
�
Fur, feathers, skin, shell,�body looks like?


�
�
�
�
How many legs? Feet look like?


�
�
�
�
How does it move?


�
�
�
�
Where does it live?


�
�
�
�
Warm or cold blooded?


�
�
�
�
What does it eat?


�
�
�
�
Born alive or eggs?


�
�
�
�
Migrate or hibernate?


�
�
�
�
Can it swim? 


�
�
�
�
Can it fly?


�
�
�
�



Notes:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





I would classify my animal as a ______________________________________














