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Unit Overview 

Students have studied the following topics of the 1950s: post war boom and prosperity (for some, not everyone), “The American Dream” (white flight and development of suburbia), roles of women (domesticity, Betty Freidan) and men (GI Bill, Man in the Gray Flannel Suit) the civil rights movement (Emmett Till, desegregation, Montgomery bus boycott, The Invisible Man) Korean conflict, the Cold War and fear of communism (McCarthyism). We watched several segments from the History Channel’s video series David Halberstam’s the Fifties.

Students will view Seeds of the Sixties, the first segment of a PBS series Making Sense of the Sixties, a program rich in human experience.
Students will participate in various activities to gain general knowledge of the events of the 1960s, compare the decade and movements to the conformity of the 1950s and draw parallels to issues today.

Students will then be allowed to enjoy “watching and wondering” in the media center. This will involve visiting designated websites and print materials.  A Pathfinder/student guide will be provided. Students must choose a teacher approved topic to research and report on. 
Students will create a product, individually or with a partner, and share what they have learned. 
The product may be a Power Point presentation, scrapbook with accompanying essays, or a journal-like article, complete with pictures and visual aids. Students create a memory book in their senior level English courses and creating a scrapbook option is similar to that project and will allow them to develop those skills. A rubric will be provided for the product/presentation.

Works cited page or slide will also be required. A MLA handbook link is accessible from the media center page. 

Students will evaluate the process and each others products/presentations
Information Inquiry Role and Model
Throughout the U.S. History course students have focused on an essential question: How and why has the United States changed over time? This essential question and unit questions (in the student guide checklist) will help organize the inquiry process (Kuhlthau)

Most students are intrigued with the events and movements of the 1960s. Teacher and media specialist will collaborate to create a pathfinder/student guide and graphic organizers. Students will fill in a chart and web to gain an overview of the decade, making connections to the past and present. The Seeds of the Sixties will provide an anticipatory set of primary sources and expert opinion in a video format.
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/SenseSixties.html
A Pathfinder provides students with examples of quality sources. Students will be directed so they may explore several events, key players, organizations and movements to help them choose a topic of interest to research. The activity will model the process students will use as they research their chosen topics in a more refined and narrow search. Callison notes in chapter 3 of the Blue Book, “Pathfinders can, if they are easily available and cover a wide spectrum of topics relevant to the needs of the student, provide encouragement to the novice that these topics of interest are valid ones to explore”. Often times my lower level students are overwhelmed by research projects. Using a pathfinder will entice and motivate students to learn more. We will focus on Lamb’s “watching and wondering” to hook students as they discover a topic of true interest. This desire to know more will help students “construct” their own knowledge. Desire to learn is innate (Harada and Yoshina), it just has to be cultivated by the LMS and teacher through collaboration and design of “meaningful and authentic” assignments, learning, assessment and evaluation. (Callison)

They will be provided with video, websites, books and graphic organizers to enhance the “watching and wondering” phase. These sources will be available for research also. MLS will give mini lessons on: locating reliable sources via the media center page and using saving pictures to a file and inserting them in a Word document or Power Point presentations.

Teacher and LMS will be available throughout the process to assist students in research and technology skills. Both will observe, encourage and reflect daily on the students’ progress and issues that arise.  It will be a learning experience for the LMS as well as the teacher and students. By taking time to evaluate the process from everyone’s perspective, including the students, we can better prepare for next 

year’s unit by making necessary changes based on input and recommendations from all. 
Choice will be incorporated in the unit. Students will be allowed to work with a partner or individually. Some students prefer to work individually since several have after school jobs and cooperative learning outside of class can be cumbersome. They will be allowed to choose a topic of interest (subject to teacher approval) and format for presentation (three options available)

Students will think critically and creatively as they research, organize and synthesize information and create a product/presentation. Visual literacy will be fostered during the process and evident in the products and presentations.

Students will be guided by Lamb’s 8 Ws as it provides an extensive and well defined framework to guide students of various abilities through the process. 

Students will be provided with the chart on Lamb’s Ws from Callison and Preddy’s Blue Book (p.592). This is a great tool and guide for all students at this grade level. It gives specific examples (action verbs) what students should be doing to work through the different stages. No longer do I hear “What are we supposed to be doing?” 

Watching and Wondering is very much like Pappas and Tepe’s early stages of “Pathways to Knowledge: appreciation and enjoyment, presearch - establish a focus, and search - planning and implementing search strategy” (chart p.588). Students will enjoy browsing the 1960s website and will select a topic to focus on.

Webbing, Wiggling and Weaving are recursive and will be challenging, so students will be provided with note taking forms they are familiar with and have used for previous assignments. Resource information for citation purposes is recorded on the forms. They may opt to do this in Word using a template accessed from the media center page. 

The Wrapping phase of Lamb’s Ws will be time consuming and frustrating for the student with less technology experience or access to technology. Those creating a scrapbook may have fewer issues with technology. The school media center is open one hour before and after school during which time the media specialists is available to assist students. During lunch and super study students may come to the media center and the media specialist or peer assistant will help them. I have a computer and scanner next to my work station where I often assist students individually. We will also assist small groups as necessary. The public library will serve as an additional access point to technology during after school hours. 

Graphic organizers, students guide, mini lessons, teacher and MLS guidance and support will encourage and facilitate the inquiry process. We can provide a “scaffold” for the students as they work through the research process. This is necessary to move the student from novice to expert (Callison p.523). Higher level and more experienced students may also assist peers. They learn a lot from each other and “osmosis” occurs during the inquiry process among students.

Waving or sharing information will involve either Power Point presentations to the class, articles posted on the media center web site, or scrapbooks housed in the media center for others to view and critique. Students will be required to view and make comments about other students’ work. The teacher and media specialist will monitor peer critiques, which shall remain anonymous. Copies of critiques and comments will be given to students without the critic’s name. 

Like the other phases, all will participate in Wishing. Students, teacher and media specialist will assess the process. By evaluating strengths and weaknesses of the program we can revise the unit for future coursework. 
Academic Standards
United States History

Standard 7 — The United States in Troubled Times: 1960 to 1980

Students will examine the political, economic, social, and cultural development of the United States during the period from 1960 to 1980.

http://www.doe.state.in.us/standards/docs-SocialStudies/2006-SS-USHistory.doc
Information Literacy Standards

Standard 1: The student who is information literate accesses information efficiently and effectively.

Standard 2: The student who is information literate evaluates information critically and competently.

Standard 3: The student who is information literate used information accurately and creatively.

(Information Power)

Student Performance

Objectives:
Students will watch Seeds of the Sixties and gain insight through primary sources and expert opinions. Several individuals are interviewed and reflect on the 1950s and how events shaped their lives, attitudes, and influenced the paths they took in the 1960s. Historical scholars express their findings and interpretation of why and how individuals and groups responded to the hot issues of the 1960s. Students will record thoughts and information on the chart provided as they watch and listen to the video. http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/SenseSixties.html
Students will explore several topics after viewing Seeds of the Sixties by accessing the media center webpage and browsing the 1960s website and books displayed. They will add to a web handout as they “watch and wonder” following the pathfinder and student guide to an overview of the 1960s. This activity will open the door to various topics from which the students will choose one to focus on, research and report or present their findings. Students will gain experience and information inquiry skills that will foster life long learning. This phase and the activities completed will serve as a model for their searching and recording data on their specific topic. 

The students will be monitored by the MLS and social studies teacher as they search and record information. Chart and web will be turned in to teacher to provide evidence that student has mastered search and organizational skills needed to conduct more in depth research on their specific topic.

[ chart example, web example]

Teaching and Learning Materials

Day one of the lesson students will view Seeds of the Sixties in the classroom with the social studies teacher and fill in chart provided.

Day two of the lesson will involve students meeting in the media center to browse the “1960s website” and display of books (list) to gain a general overview of the era and events, movements and individuals that shaped the decade. They will add movements of the 1960s to a concept web provided and add brief notes. 

LMS will use an LCD projector to demonstrate to students how to navigate the media center webpage and the “1960s Decade” website.

The Century and Eyes on the Prize video series will be provided for students to view once they have selected a specific topic to research and report on. Note taking forms will be provided (both hard copy and template which students can copy and paste in Word and then type in information).

Students will be provided with a guide to follow during Day 2 of the “watching and wondering” phase. This guide will include a list of questions their presentation should address.

.

Lesson Plan

Day 1

Anticipatory set: Classroom teacher will ask students what issues today they are concerned about. Students’ responses may include the war in Iraq, loss of civil liberties, government and school policy, global warming etc. Teacher will point out that similar issues and concerns were a driving force of several movements that developed in the 1960s. 

Introduce PBS video Seeds of the Sixties and inform students they will view several interviews of individuals that grew up during the 1950s and experienced the turbulent times of the 1960s, as well as historical perspectives from experts.
· Pass out chart and instruct students to fill in as they view Seeds of the Sixties, recording cause, effect and developing movements. One example is provided in the chart.

·  Inform students they may raise their hand if they have a question during the video and teacher will stop video to address question. 

· Allow the last 10 minutes of class for discussion and debriefing of student insights. 

· Collect charts to assess student performance.

· Instruct students to meet in the media center tomorrow.

Day 2

Class and teacher will meet in the media center.
LMS and teacher will pass out student guides and concept web and show students books on display they may access. 

LMS will ask students to log on to computer and access the CHS webpage and select the media center page on the menu. 

LMS will demonstrate how to navigate the media center page to get to the “1960s Decade” website.

· On the right side of the media center page click on “social studies”

· At the top of the social studies page click on “decades”

· then click on “20th Century Decades”
· on the decades website click on “1960-1969”
· click on “American Cultural History” 

Teacher will instruct students to:

· browse several topics of interest and record movements of the 1960s in the bubbles on the concept web

· 
branch off of the bubbles with brief notes of key events, organizations and people associated with the movements.

· Select a movement to research and seek teacher approval

· Make a list of questions to answer about your topic and show to teacher at end of class (may need to be taken home to complete and shown to teacher tomorrow) 
Teacher and LMS will monitor students to make sure they stay on task and assist students when necessary. 

Day 3

Students will meet in media center to begin research on selected topic.

· MLS will demonstrate how to use the online catalog

· MLS will demonstrate how to access Inspire from the media center page and how to conduct a search.

· MLS will recommend students access websites on social studies page and point out recommended sites.

Students will access Inspire database from the media center page and other websites, conduct research and show teacher note taking forms with evidence of source and information

Selected books and videos will be available for viewing. Two televisions with VCRs will be available for viewing specific segments. Viewing can also be scheduled before school, during super study and after school. Students must show note taking forms with evidence of source and information.

.

Day 4

MLS will demonstrate how to save picture/images and insert them in a Power Point or Word document. Students will demonstrate to LMS or teacher they have mastered this skill and save page or slide with picture.

Students will continue to do research. MLS and teacher will monitor and assist 

students.

Student evaluation of lessons: Students will email or submit in writing to MLS answers to the following questions: (this will be shared with teacher)

Were the lessons helpful? 

What could we have done better? 

           Please note any suggestions you may have.

Day 5

MLS will guide students to the MLA Handbook link on the media center webpage and show examples of citations for different types of sources.

Day 6, 7, 8

Students will continue wiggling, weaving and wrapping.

MLS and teacher will be available to assist students with Power Point and Word. Most students have a lot of experience with these programs from previous coursework in Freshman Biology and World History which are required courses.

Remainder of Unit will involve:

· Presentations and viewing of student articles and scrapbooks 

· Peer critiques of student work. Students must view and critique three projects other than Power Point presentations viewed during class.

· Teacher and MLS joint evaluation of Power Point presentations during class time and products (articles and scrapbooks) during teacher prep time and after school. 
[Link to peer review]
Name __________________________________________________  

As you view Seeds of the Sixties record causes (“seeds”) and effects. What experiences resulted in individuals taking action for change? What influenced young people to become social activist or proponents of cultural or political change? What movements developed?  

An example is provided.

	Causes “seeds” - 1950s experiences
	Effects - How did people respond?
	Movements for change that developed in 1960s

	conformity


	Rebellion 
	Counter Culture

Anti-war protests
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Student guide

Day 2: We’ll continue “watching and wondering” by browsing the books and 1960s website in the media center.

Log on to the computers and access the internet. The CHS webpage will come up. http://www.castlehs.com
The media specialist will demonstrate:

· Select the “media center” on the yellow menu on the left.

· On the right scroll down and select “Social Studies”

· At the top of the page click on “Decades”

· Click on “20th Century Decades”

· Click on “1960-1969”

· Browse the website. Note movements of the 1960s in the bubbles and branch off these movements adding events, organizations and key figures associated with the movement.

· Add questions that you have about the movements 

Select a movement to study, report on and get teacher approval. Your presentation/project should address the following questions:

Presentation/project Checklist

___ What events and/or attitudes motivated the participants? 

___ Why did they choose to take an active role?

___ What were their goals and strategies?

___ Who were the key players and/or groups involved?

___ Were they successful? Why or why not?

___ What impact did the movement have?

___ What kind of change came out of their efforts?

___ Has the movement carried over to the present in some form?

___ How were these movements similar to issues/movements today? (give specific examples)

In addition your project should be appealing, interesting, and include images (as there is a wealth of pictures and photographs available, via Google images, from the time period).

Create a reference page/slide following the MLA Handbook  guidelines.

Book List

 The Movement and the Sixties   

by Terry H Anderson 

American Women in the 1960s

  by Blanche Linden-Ward

The Children

by David Halberstam

The 1960s 

by William Dudley

Sixties 

by Edward Grey

Freedom’s Children: young civil rights activists tell their own stories 


by Ellen Levine

Turbulent Years: the 60s


By Time-Life Inc.

Social Movements of the 1960s

by Stewart Burns

Waking From the Dream: America in the Sixties


by Toby Goldstein

Remembering America: a voice from the sixties


by Richard Goodwin

The 1960s


by Timothy Maga

A Nation Divided


by Clark Dougan & Samuel Lipsman
Recommended Websites

The History Channel http://www.history.com/

Interesting video gallery (search by topic)
Conversations with History http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/conversations/

Video of interviews (select by date, topic, person interviewed)

World Wide Web Virtual Library (tons of info on 1960s topics)

http://vlib.iue.it/history/USA/ERAS/20TH/1960s.html
Name ___Example_______________________________________________  

As you view Seeds of the Sixties record causes (“seeds”) and effects. What experiences

 resulted in individuals taking action for change? What influenced young people to become

 social activist or proponents of cultural or political change? What movements developed?  

An example is provided.

	Causes “seeds” - 1950s experiences
	Effects - How did people respond?
	Movements for change that developed in 1960s

	Conformity

Cult of domesticity


	Rebellion 

Beat Movement

Feminist thinking
	Counter Culture

Women’s Liberation

	Discrimination

Blighted urban area

Poverty

desegregation


	Social awareness, conscience

Wanted justice, equality

Protests, demonstrations
	Minority rights

War on poverty

Civil rights



	Cold War propaganda

Fear of Communism

McCarthyism


	Irrational fear

Paranoia

mistrust
	Counter Culture

Anti-war protests

Peace rallies

	GI Bill

Prosperity

American Dream


	Youth culture
More students attending

college
	Vietnam protests

Environmentalism

Civil Rights

Consumer rights
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Peer Review

Mrs. Price,

I’m looking forward to working together to implement this unit on the 1960s. I haven’t had time to develop a detailed unit on this decade. With your help I can bring this era to life. Your lessons sound interesting and fun. The students will enjoy the videos, websites, books and technology involved more than my lectures. They have a genuine interest in different movements of the period and the handouts and guide will really help keep them focused and organized. I especially like the checklist and variety of resources. The students will appreciate your guidance and assistance during the project and I’ll love having help with the grading!
Sincerely,

Bobbie Hudson
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Student Audience


11th grade U.S. History class


27 students


Large suburban high school


Majority middle class 


Students have finished a unit on the 1950s. Approximately two thirds of the students are working on a research paper in English class and are able to locate and identify reliable sources in various formats. The other third is in basic or special ed English. The students are familiar with the different elements of a decade which they will be exploring: social movements and trends, politics and foreign policy, significant events, key players and personal experiences. Students enjoyed learning about the 1950s and are eager to learn more about the turbulent times of the 1960s. Students will compare and contrast the events of the two decades and draw parallels to current events which we discuss weekly. There is an anti-war and anti-establishment attitude among the students and concerns about civil rights issues and a minority with a more conservative viewpoint. A compare and contrast approach will help students understand the turmoil of the 1960s in contrast to the conformity of the1950s, and relate it to present day issues. 





Identify movements of the 1960s that were vehicles of change












































