ROCK BEAT POETRY!: 

Revamping Your Average Poetry Lesson



Report by: Mandy Kudmani

Media Specialist at Garfield High School
Student Audience


Garfield High is located in a quiet suburban town in southern Indiana. With only about 450 students in the entire school, it’s a place where everybody knows your name. The students are typical in most ways—you have the athletes, the snobs, the nerds, the musicians, etc. The majority of the students are Caucasian and middle-class. About 60% of the graduating class continues on to college and eventually relocates outside of southern Indiana. The rest of the class--40%--stays in southern Indiana to work. As a whole, the students are well behaved and bright. While the students are hardly the best (haven’t won a state championship in anything for the past ten years), they all have the potential to succeed. The only ‘trouble’ that arises is during the last two months of school with the 11th graders. Every spring, the 11th grade class suffers from an educator’s worst nightmare: boredom. Common symptoms of boredom with students include rolling of eyes, sleeping, glazed looks, excessive yawning, doodling, and a lack of focus. What’s a teacher to do? 

Towards the end of winter, I had an 11th grade English teacher, Mr. Arbuckle, come to the library media center to ask if I could help ‘revamp’ his poetry unit that he teaches every spring. Was poetry the cause for the student’s boredom every year? How could we engage student’s interest in this potentially fun topic? 

After I met with Mr. Arbuckle I took some time to observe the 11th grade class for a few days. I noticed that despite the traditional cliques (jocks, nerds, whatever) they all showed a sense of respect and comradery towards each other. Though the students appeared bored in class they were anything but that in the lunch room! All of them seemed to share a creative spirit. I felt it was best to launch a project that would give them a creative outlet. Also, because many of them got along, they may work best in a group work atmosphere.  


I have a lot of work in front of me. For starters, I have a class who is only interested in their upcoming summer break. I have a subject that most students think of as girly, old-fashioned, and boring. And I have to apply poetry to a real-world setting, encompassing the Indiana Academic Standards. Oi!

Information Inquiry Role and Overview of Unit

General Overview

The unit I established for the 11th grade English class, “Rock Beat Poetry”, will take place in a four-week period during the spring. In the past, students would read poetry from famous poets such as Emily Dickinson, Robert Frost, and E. E. Cummings. Afterwards, the students would interpret the poem’s meaning. These poets will still be shared in class, but there will be more variety (so goodbye textbook!). The variety will include the traditional poems mixed with not so traditional poems. There will be famous poems mixed with poems from the street. 

The objective of the unit is to introduce students to a wide variety of poetic expressions so that they can become better creative writers and speakers. By now, students at the 11th grade level are aware of their strong emotions, whether that is love, injustice, jealousy, or betrayal. They are no longer an outsider reading about these feelings in a book; rather they are starting to feel it in their own life. The students will be given the chance to be a poet. Yes, they have probably written poetry before, but this time the poetry will be ‘published’ for the entire class in a printed ringed notebook. At the end of the unit, the new poets will have to read their poetry aloud for guests at the “Rock Beat Poetry Reading”, held at a local coffee house. So bring your lattes, drums, and last night’s drama! 

Information Inquiry

Perhaps one of the reasons the students became quickly bored from Mr. Arbuckle’s poetry unit is that they were learning poetry from a textbook. Do you think that the great poets of our time were inspired through a 600-page, in desperate need of mending, textbook? Inquiry based learning goes outside the textbook. It allows students to think, wonder, ask questions, search, ask more questions, and come to a resolution. Inquiry based learning goes beyond the classroom so that students can become life-long learners outside of Garfield High. Students learn by doing (Harada 3). In this unit, students will be questioning, learning, searching, asking, and writing. The students will be using American Association of School Librarian’s KCTools model as a guide for this inquiry unit. 

Collaboration

Together, Mr. Arbuckle and I will work as a team to implement this unit to his 11th grade English class. He took an important step to ask me, his media specialist, for help. He realized that my services were useful in his classroom. In the article “Current Themes Regarding Library and Information Skills Instruction: Research Supporting and Research Lacking”, authors Michael Eisenberg and Michael Brown mention that “integration of library media skills instruction and services with subject area curriculum is seen as an essential component of effective library media programs” (Eisenberg). Collaboration is needed between teachers and their media specialist if the overall goal is to enhance student’s learning skills. We no longer live in the 1950s when education was limited to teaching from a textbook (Craver). With the media center at hand, students can become explorers and learn their own way. As the media specialist, I will put forth my information literacy expertise while Mr. Arbuckle will put forth his content expertise. By combining our skills together we can revamp the poetry unit to keep students interested, motivated, and inspired. 

	Academic Standards

Library Information Literacy Standards

The student who is information literate

· access information efficiently and effectively

· evaluates information critically and competently

· uses information accurately and creatively

The student who is an independent learner is

· information literate and pursues information related to personal interests

· information literate and appreciates literature and other creative expressions of information

· information literate and strives for excellence in information seeking and knowledge generation

	Indiana Academic Standards

11th Grade English (Writing)

11.4.1
Discuss ideas for writing with classmates, teachers, and other writers.

11.4.2
Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse, such as purpose, speaker, audience, and form, when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, or descriptive writing assignments.

11.4.3
Use point of view, characterization, style, and related elements for specific narrative and aesthetic (artistic) purposes.

11.4.5
Enhance meaning using rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy and the issuance of a call for action.

11.4.6
Use language in creative and vivid ways to establish a specific tone.

11.5.3
Write reflective compositions that explore the significance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or concerns by using rhetorical strategies, including narration, description, exposition, and persuasion. Draw comparisons between specific incidents and broader themes that illustrate the writer’s important beliefs or generalizations about life. Maintain a balance in describing individual events and relating those events to more general and abstract ideas.

11.7.20
Recite poems, selections from speeches, or dramatic soliloquies with attention to performance details to achieve clarity, force, and aesthetic effect and to demonstrate an understanding of the meaning.

High School Speech and Composition

SPC.1.5
Use appropriate rehearsal strategies to pay attention to performance details, achieve command of the text, and create skillful artistic staging. [11.7.5/12.7.5]

SPC.1.6
Use effective and interesting language, including informal expressions for effect, Standard English for clarity, and technical language for specificity. [11.7.6/12.7.6]

SPC.1.7
Use research and analysis to justify strategies for gesture, movement, and vocalization, including pronunciation, enunciation, and the use of dialect. [11.7.7/12.7.7]

SPC.1.8 
Evaluate when to use different kinds of effects (including visuals, music, sound, and graphics) to create effective productions. [11.7.8/12.7.8]




Timeline 

*Note- the timeline is just a rough estimate on how long it will take the students to grasp the material. It is not meant to be “speeded up” so there may be an overlap of days if students need more time. 
Week One: 
This week will focus on the functionalities of poetry. Mr. Arbuckle will read a diverse mix of poems in class (a mix of traditional and nontraditional). Afterwards, students will discuss what they like and dislike about each poetry reading. Later, students will go to the media center to check out poems they like. This can be done through the library’s poetry collection or online. Each student will pick his or her favorite and read it aloud to the class. Mr. Arbuckle will ask questions such as: What makes a poem? How do poems make you feel? What kind of poem do you think you will write? Students will also be encouraged to read poetry blogs for inspiration throughout this unit.

Weeks Two & Three:

These two weeks will be a “write and share” experiment. Mr. Arbuckle and I will provide resources and tips for those ‘writing block’ moments. The students will each write in journal during these class sessions. We will be experimenting with different classroom settings. Some days the class will be held outside where nature can be an influence in their writing. On other days, if permitted, we will go on little field trips to the art museum or to parks where the outside world can help ignite student’s creativity. During their writing days, the students must be quiet, so that they can reflect on their work. At the end of each writing session students will share what they wrote to get comfortable around each other. The class will give input to others poetry and explain what they like/dislike and where the direction could go if a person is stuck on a certain stance. 

Week Four: 

By now, the students should be comfortable writing and sharing their poetry to others. They may even have a few favorites of their own work. While students can still continue on writing, the purpose of this final week is to make the poems ‘come alive’. The students will select the poems they want to include in the class “published” printed ringed notebook. They can opt to type their poems up or handwrite it. They may also want to include illustrations (of their own or from others), photographs, and color. They will also have to start practicing how they are going to present their work at the Rock Beat Poetry reading. Will they recite to the beat of a drum? What parts are they going to emphasize? How are they going to capture the audience? The students will be working in groups to practice their poetry readings.

Information Inquiry Model

There are too many cases when educational models just seem like more work than its original intention. To keep it simple, the school has adopted the American Association of School Librarian’s KCTools model. This model is a guide for every class that does research in the media center. KCTools is an easy, four-step process that helps students become comfortable in their research process.

The four steps are:

· Step One: I wonder…(Asking a question)

· Step Two: I find…(Getting the information you need)

· Step Three: I evaluate…(Understanding what you’ve found)

· Step Four: I share…(Telling others what you know)

The benefit of using the KCTools Model in the classroom is its simplicity. Students can refer to the steps quickly if they become stuck. Plus, the steps can be adapted to any research-based project. 

However, like most models, there are drawbacks. Having been familiar with this model for almost three years, the 11th graders are pretty sick of the stages. They think it’s a bit “elementary”. And they are probably right. Also, while the steps are adaptable to any research process, it may not be so easy to use this model for creative units such as poetry. 

“I Share”
In the “I Share” stage (Step Four), the student is telling others what they know.  Every student needs to be aware of their audience. For this unit, students must consider: Who will be my audience when I present my poem(s)? Will my audience be bored? Intrigued? Moved? How can I captivate them?

The student must also reflect back to their previous steps to make sure that their original question(s) were answered. What did I learn? How has my writing changed since four weeks ago? What poetry do I like/dislike? How do I feel about poetry in general? 

Last of all, this is the chance for the student to be creative! Poetry is a unique expression and the students must learn that there is no right or wrong way of creative writing (so long as it is not considered plagiarism!). “If everyone things the same, no one thinks” (Lamb). Students have the chance to be completely original in this project. Not only will their writing be creative, but they can also add their own artwork and illustrations. They can even think of creative ways to display their poetry, such as having dancers, costumes, drums—or whatever else they can think of!

Similar to the “I Share” stage is Dr. Annette Lamb’s 8-W models, particularly the 6th step, “Wrapping”. Wrapping involves creating and packaging ideas and solutions. The students may ask themselves, why is this important? Who needs to know about this? How can I effectively convey my ideas to others? Also similar is Mike Eisenberg and Bob Berkowitz Big-6 Model. The 5th step in their model, “Synthesis”, allows the student to organize and present their information. All three models place emphasis on reflecting and presenting the model well. Towards the end of the research process the student must figure out how to organize its information so that they can effectively present what they learned to their teachers, family, and friends. 

The “I Share” stage compliments this particular Library Information Literacy Standard, which states that “the student who is information literate accesses information efficiently and effectively, evaluates information critically and competently, and uses information accurately and creatively”. During the four week unit period the students will have gained access to other poetry, whether that is from the resources at the media center or from their peers. They will also have learned how to evaluate their work and others. For the final product, the students will use the “I Share” format to show what they learned in a creative format. 

In the Indiana Academic Standards for High School Speech and Composition, the student must evaluate when to use different kinds of effects (including visuals, music, sound, and graphics) to create effective productions (SPC.1.8). In the “I Share” step, the student must keep the audience in mind when they are presenting. They must also keep the audience in mind in their “published” printed ringed notebooks. Since their work is going to be displayed and broadcasted to others the students must work on their presentation. This is their chance to be unique, so the students will be encouraged to include visuals, music, sound, and graphics to their presentations and their writing. 
Student Performance

Outcomes

By the end of the unit, students will:

· Differentiate between traditional and nontraditional poetry

· Analyze their writing and others

· Compose poetry on their own

· “Publish” their work in a printed ringed binder for others to take home

Expectation of Students Performance

By the end of the unit, students will:

· Participate in class discussion, giving insightful suggestions and comments to their peers

· Write poetry in their daily journal

· Comment on their poetry experience in a reflective essay

· Present one (or more) of their poems at the “Rock Beat Poetry” reading

Evaluation

Grading students’ poetry can be a challenge. Some students may be naturally gifted in writing poetry, while others may not be as good. Do we grade based on talent or improvement? Mr. Arbuckle and I agreed that the best way to evaluate their work is through the students’ journals, participation, and reflective essay. We are assessing students’ work by reviewing their creativity, effort, and improvement. We will also take into account how much the student spent on their final product, which would be the “published” piece and the presentation at the poetry reading. Mr. Arbuckle and I will grade and make comments on the student’s work separately. If there is a difference in grades, we will meet and come to a decision on a final grade together. 

Evaluation Criteria

	Assignment
	Grading Criteria
	Maximum Point Value Allotted
	Points Earned

	Student Journals
	Spends time wisely in writing pieces. Improvement and creativity noted.
	30
	

	Reflective Essay
	Uses appropriate language, grammar, punctuation, and style. Well-written! Discusses what they learned with the assignment. 
	20
	

	Participation
	Engages in class discussion. Offers insightful comments and suggestions to their peers’ work. 
	20
	

	Final Written Product
	Clean, polished, creative. Personal artwork is recommended, but not required. The student’s effort and time spent on product is evident. 
	15
	

	Final Spoken Product
	Well-rehearsed, insightful, creative. Voice is clear. The student’s effort and time spent on product is evident.
	15
	

	TOTAL:
	
	100
	


Examples
Student Journal

GOOD: This morning I woke up and thought about my old friend from camp named Sue. We were in the same cabin when we were 9 years old and I haven’t talked to her since. I wonder whatever happened to her? I wonder if she still thinks of me? At that time I told her I wanted to be a doctor. Now, I’m not sure what I want to do. Have I changed much since I was 9? I wonder if Sue would recognize me…

Reflective essay

GOOD: When I first learned we will be learning poetry I was disgusted and annoyed. I thought poems were for little kids. But now that I know that my favorite musicians like Justin Timberlake uses poetry in his lyrics, it makes me appreciate poetry more…

Participation

GOOD: Mark, I totally understood your symbolism! What a great idea! How did you think of that? I think if you use a different word here it would be even greater…

Final Written Product

Click here for example
Final Spoken Product

Click here for example 
*Fortunately, youtube has everything!

Teaching Materials

Lesson: Finding Nontraditional Poetry

Model Used
 “I Find” (Step Two) in KCTools

Standards Addressed
· Library Information Literacy Standard: The student who is an independent learner is information literate and appreciates literature and other creative expressions of information. 

· Indiana Academic Standards (11th Grade English—Writing): Discuss ideas for writing with classmates, teachers, and other writers (11.4.1)
Materials Needed

· Student journals
· Computers
· White board
· Creativity!
Teaching Roles

This lesson will be co-taught by Mr. Arbuckle and I at the school’s media center. So far, Mr. Arbuckle has introduced the students to “traditional” poetry from their textbooks. This lesson is intended to be taught in 50 minutes during the middle of Week One. 

Springboard (10 minutes)

At the beginning of class, the students will sit down in a circle. I will open the discussion by asking students what they know about poetry so far. I will write down their answers on the white board (i.e. poetry rhymes). Next, I will ask them to share their honest opinion on poetry. What do they think of when they think of poetry? Is it boring, interesting, old-fashioned? After the discussion is opened up, Mr. Arbuckle will recite some “cool” poetry and have students guess who the poet is (i.e. an Eminem rap song). Afterwards, we will point to what was originally written on the white board and tell students that poetry doesn’t have to rhyme. In fact, contrary to what they may think, poetry isn’t meant to be old-fashioned. 

Information Exploration (20 minutes)

The students now have a sense that poetry doesn’t have to be traditional. The students will be asked to explore the library and find some poems that they like. They have the option to go on the Internet or to look up poetry books on the library’s shelves. A few “starting points” are listed below.

Book Recommendations:

100 Best-Loved Poems by Philip Smith

The Trouble with Poetry: And Other Poems by Billy Collins

Poetry for Young People: Langston Hughes by David Roessel

Hip-Hop Poetry and the Classics by Alan Lawrence Sitomer

Recommended Internet Websites:

http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/ (Modern American Poetry)

http://epc.buffalo.edu/e-poetry/ (Electronic Poetry Center)

http://poets.org/ (from the Academy of American Poets)

*The above recommendations are just a general starting point. I will continue to provide more resources (such as books and websites) as the unit progresses.

As this time I will be walking around the room making sure that the students are finding the resources they want. Some students prefer reading from a book while others may be more comfortable searching for poetry on the Internet. 

Once the students find a poem that intrigues them, they will write down the entire poem (or a couple of lines) in their student journals. 

Active Participation Involvement (10 minutes)

Once the students find their poem, they will be asked to sit around in a circle again. Mr. Arbuckle and I will ask for volunteers to share some of the poems they found. We will then open the room for discussion again, asking  students: Why did you like this poem? How did it make you feel? Is this poem different than the ‘traditional’ poems you read earlier this week? How do you feel about poetry now? What are some ideas you have about your writing?

Closure/Transition (10 minutes)

Once the students wrap up their thoughts in the discussion they will spend the rest of the class time quietly writing in their journal. We will ask them to review the poem they found earlier and write what they like/dislike about the poem. They will also be asked to write down their general ideas for the next day’s class. 

Learning Materials

Sometimes it’s difficult to pick up a pen and write. Mr. Arbuckle and I felt it was best to switch up classroom settings so that students can constantly be inspired by new things that surround them. For instance, sitting outside or going to a museum can be a lot more inspirational than an ordinary classroom! We do expect that there will be days when students will have trouble finding something to write about. Therefore, we have a few reference “starting points” that may help students get through their writer’s block.
The Newspaper

Read the newspaper. What do you think about what’s going on in the world? What are you proud of? What are you scared of? How would you change the world? 

A book on famous quotations

Glance through a book on famous quotations. What’s your favorite quote and why? Has anyone said something to you that you still remember to this day? What’s the best advice anyone has ever given you? What’s the worst advice anyone has ever given to you? Has there been a time when you wanted to say something to someone—but didn’t? Why not? Have you ever regretted saying something to someone? What was it? How did you feel afterwards? If you had the chance to say something to someone you know who has died, what would it be? If you had the chance to say something to the future what would it be? 

Personal photo album

Who is your favorite person--why? Who is your least favorite person—why? Who do you miss the most? Who do you miss the least? Who do you love? Why do you love them? When was the last time you felt really happy? When was the last time you cried? What’s your family like? Who is your hero? Who are your friends? What is friendship? Have you ever been betrayed? 

A travel book

What’s your favorite place in the world—why? What’s your favorite memory? Describe it. If you could go anywhere in the world, where would it be and why? 

A book on famous historical photographs

What’s your favorite photograph? How does it make you feel? What time period are you interested in—why? If you could go back in time, what would you change? Do you have a favorite picture at home—what is it? What do you envision your future to be like? 

Take 5 minutes…

Clear your mind for 5 minutes. What do you think of first? Write everything down. Don’t worry about it making sense—just write, write, write! Was there a common theme? What do you think about the most? 

	Still having trouble?!?

Okay. Time for some action!

Read these books from the media center:

Writing Down the Bone by Natalie Goldberg

Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life by Anne Lamott

How to Write Poetry Scholastic Guides by Paul Janeczko

How to Write, Recite, and Delight in all kinds of Poetry by Donna Guthrie

Google it:

Google “poetry” and see what you find. Stop only at sites that make you wonder. Also, check out blogger.com. You may be addicted to someone else’s poetry!

Listen to your favorite music:

Pay close attention to the lyrics and the beat. What is the singer trying to convey? Try to relax and think about the meaning behind the words. 

Talk to an old friend:

Sometimes reflecting back on memories can help your emotions.
If the above exercises still don’t help—talk to your media specialist pronto!



Feedback and Evaluation

The students will invite their parents, teachers, and friends to attend the Rock Beat Poetry reading, which will be held during the evening once the unit is over. The Rock Beat Poetry reading will be at a local coffee house so the setting will be informal. At the end of the readings, Mr. Arbuckle and I will walk around to ask guests what they thought about the student’s production. Was it better than expected? Or were they bored to tears? Was it evident that the students learned something?
At the next school day, Mr. Arbuckle and I will hand out anonymous surveys asking students what they thought about the poetry writing process. The survey will look like this:

	Mr. Arbuckle’s English Class

ANONYMOUS SURVEY

What did you learn about poetry this year? ​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________________

Do you think you will continue to write poetry once this class is over?

_____________________________________________________________

What would you like changed in this course?

_____________________________________________________________

What did you think about having one of your poems “published” for the class to read?

_____________________________________________________________

What did you think about the Rock Beat Poetry reading?

_____________________________________________________________

Did you think meeting at the media center at the beginning of the unit was helpful? Why or why not?

​​​​​​_____________________________________________________________

Any other comments?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________




By asking people what they thought, reviewing surveys handed out in class, and reading the reflection essays, Mr. Arbuckle and I can decide whether this unit was a successful measurement in keeping the students interested and informed. We will continue to work together to encourage students to become excited about the poetry unit in their 11th grade class. Our greatest hope is that the Rock Beat Poetry reading will become a highly-anticipated annual Garfield High tradition! 

Field Test
Comments from Sabina Kudmani (graduate student):

Hey Mandy!!  
It looks great!  I like how you are putting some focus on modern poetry.  One of the most fun classes I had my senior year of high school was one where Mr. Chitwood had us each bring in one of our favorite songs, and we sat around and listened to them for their poetic meaning.  It was a really fun way to get everyone involved, it loosened everyone up, and it helped us all see that poetry is fun and everywhere!  I think that 11th graders will really like the non-traditional focus. 

Great idea to get them out of the classroom!  It's so hard to be inspired when you're staring at the same four walls you have to stare at all day every day for an entire year!

And I also think it's great that the poems are going to be published at the end.  It's a great way to get everyone excited about their works.  Plus, they can leave the class with a little momento that represents each of their classmates. 
Yeah, it looks great!  I hope you have fun!

Comments from Emily Hankley (SLIS graduate student):
Mandy:

 I think this lesson plan sounds wonderful... incredibly interactive and creative! 

 I liked that you are including technology initiatives as part of the plan, particularly the poetry blogs. Blogging is a free way to share creative writing with millions of people, and I think it's important to show younger audiences that blogging forums can be more than just an opportunity to tell the world that you had pizza for dinner last night. 

 I also think that the "sharing" component will prove valuable for those students who need to build their public speaking skills. Poetry is a very personal thing, and if you have the courage and preparation to stand up before a crowd and read your own poem, the rest will fall into place. 

 Additionally, the incorporation of music seems as if it will be an especially enticing feature for the students. You're really coupling a variety of educational avenues into one lesson plan, without making it overwhelming for the student. They're encouraged to have fun and be expressive, rather than stay within the rigid lines of what might be a more traditional assignment.
Great work. It seems like you put in a lot of research in order to develop this. The outline of academic and literacy standards was helpful for a lay-person who was unfamiliar with some of those initiatives.

 

Good luck!
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