Monsters, Myths, Legends, and Lore:

A Cross-Cultural Inquiry-based Thematic Unit
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Introduction:


What better way to engage students and foster a desire for inquiry than to present lessons in a subject material that is both interesting and fun? As a student throughout school, I was always fascinated with fantastic creatures first in fairy tales, then in legends, and later various cultures’ mythology. So, when deciding what topic to select for a culminating inquiry project, I decided to incorporate those things that many students find interesting: monsters, mythical creatures, fantastic legends, and work them into a two-week long thematic unit.

Overview:

This unit is geared towards a general education 4th grade classroom. Both the classroom teacher and the school’s media specialist librarian will be very involved in coaching and providing examples during this project. The preliminary stages will largely take place in the library’s lab area allowing students access to both the books they need for research, and the technology they will use to present what they learn. 

As stated, the big idea behind the “Monster” project is to incorporate reading/writing and inquiry-based research in a way that is both fun and engaging to the students, but also ties in Social Studies concepts. This way, students not only work on the reading and writing components of their Reading/ELA class-but learn about other cultures and societies as well, thus creating a cross curricular unit. This project’s strengths lie in allowing for students to learn about other parts of the world, but in a way that is exciting and engaging to them-thus fostering the true concept of inquiry. This unit covers a great deal of information possibilities with limitless tie-in mini-lessons. However, for the sake of focus, we are largely discussing only the final project the students will present-the other information (outlines, creative writing, etc). are meant to provide examples of other project mini-lessons that correlate with the unit.


With this unit they will first have a chance to select a “monster” or creature from a specific culture/society, conduct research and read material of their choosing, and create a variety of projects on said topic. Eventually, this research will result in presenting the class with what they learned in some sort of project work. That project work may be the creation of a web page, PowerPoint slide presentation, a booklet-complete with information and illustration/pictures, or video. Kinesthetic students may chose to recreate their “monster” in some sort of medium to present to the class while discussing the culture from which the creature originated. There are several possibilities.

In addition, there will be a creative writing component to the unit that will allow students to create a story of mythology or invent a creature of their own. As such, students will create an outline, rough draft, and final product. 

There is an allotment of time each day for discussion, some of which will take place in cooperative learning activities. Students will research material online as well as in books (must have two book sources) and utilize technology and the media specialist librarian’s expertise to create their final product presentation for the whole class. In doing, the entire class will learn and share information about other cultures/societies that are discussed by fellow students. 

As so much of the project requires library and lab time, both teacher and media specialist librarian will collaborate extensively by pulling books, providing other print and online resources, giving examples of project work/ideas. Librarian will be in charge of educating students on various technological components available for final project work. Superior projects may be showcased in library after project completion.

Throughout the course of this unit, students will touch on state standards in regard to: reading aloud fluently and accurately, distinguishing mythology/fantasy from nonfiction/reality, and writing activities in regard for research (i.e. outline) or presentation. The goal of the project is to engage the students in a series of activities that explore their own creativity and inquisitive thinking, while at the same time, providing a venue where they can share and teach their classmates about things they’ve learned about other cultures. The Social Studies aspect of the project is key, as it is important for students to have a realistic understanding of other countries, cultures, and societies in the world other than their own. This particular unit is set up to be fun, as it provides a platform that most 9 year olds would find more exciting than material found in a basal textbook. Through the guise of studying ‘monsters’ or creatures of lore and legend, the students are able to enjoy the activities and cumulative project. Enthusiasm and engagement can lead to greater desire to learn and a better end project.

Unit Block Plan for 4th Grade Reading

*information is general and subject to change as time or creativity dictates

	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4

	Objective: Introduce students to the ideology behind Thematic Unit by giving specific examples 

Materials: Nessie Book, World Maps/Globe, Resource books for students, Examples of final project, Vocab Worksheets
Connection: Vocab sheets help hit standards for distinguishing mythology/fantasy. Read aloud introduces unit. Projects will incorporate Reading/Writing and Social Studies with Research
Body: Discussion of unit/project and expectations. Time allotted for much discussion and Q&A

Students will participate in read-aloud, go over homework, and have time for looking at materials to choose subject of project

Closure: More Q&A handing out of homework assignment and project requirements to take home and reflect on.


	Objective: Discussion of project and unit through examples as well as writing activity.

Materials: Bigfoot Book, World Maps/Globe, Resource books for students, Examples of final project, Blank outline worksheets
Connection: Writing an outline for the purpose of a research project hits standards for 4th grade writing. Read aloud reinforces unit. Projects will incorporate Reading/Writing and Social Studies with Research
Body: Discussion of how organizing research/thoughts on paper allows for a better final project. Time allotted for much discussion and Q&A

Students will listen to read-aloud, go over homework, assignment and have time for looking examples provided

Closure: More Q&A handing out of homework assignment.


	Objective: Introduce students to mythology and the history of creating mythology to explain natural phenomenon or provide morals 

Materials: Compilation of Greek/Roman mythology book for young readers. Worksheet that lists characters from stories covered and their coordinating moral/phenomenon explanation
Connection: The explanation of mythology, and the reasoning behind it opens the door to discussion between reality/fantasy and how to distinguish the two
Body: Read aloud from teacher/discussion of mythology with class as a whole.  How to distinguish reality/nonfiction with fantasy/mythology.

Closure: More Q&A 


	Objective: To get students to write their own mythology that explains a natural phenomenon, or provides a moral at the end of the story.

Materials: Examples of   Greek/Roman mythology. Scratch paper for outlining ideas/paper for writing story.
Connection: The explanation of mythology and the reasoning behind it opens the door to discussion between reality/fantasy and how to distinguish the two, as well as hones writing skills.
Body: Time allotted for writing myth in class-most will only get started.

Closure: Answering any questions-providing some more examples of mythology that explained phenomenon or gave a moral. Advise students to work on paper at home-end results will be displayed in classroom. 



	Day 5
	Day 6
	Day 7
	Day 8

	Objective: To finish mythology essays that exemplify a phenomenon or provide a moral-due at the end of class. Discussion of Web-quest projects due the next day.

Materials: Resource material and examples of mythology (both Greek and Roman)
Connection: The explanation of mythology and the reasoning behind it opens the door to discussion between reality/fantasy and how to distinguish the two, as well as hones writing skills.
Body: Most time will be allotted for in-class writing.

Closure: Collection of myths, reminder about web quest due the next class-reminder of final project due date coming up 


	Objective: Use the web-quest researches they turned in to tie in the Social Studies aspect of the project-work to make sure projects not only include ‘monster’ but focus heavily on the cultural significance of that creature in that particular society-as well as other aspects of that society/culture

Materials: Encyclopedias/Reference material. 
Connection: The students have done a significant part of the research by this point and are working on projects-this class is used to make sure direction of project is veered towards learning and sharing information about another culture as it ties in to the project.
Body: Time allotted more research Q&A-need to get the point across that Social Studies aspect of project is key-make sure students have at least two book sources.

Closure: Answering any questions-collect of web-quests which will be displayed with mythology work on unit bulletin board.
	Project 

Presentations

½ the class goes during this time.

Allows for discussion/sharing of what students learned, and they can have a Q &A forum not just on their ‘monster’ topic, but that specific culture or society.

The presentations work to tie in Reading (at least two book sources) Writing, Research, Social Studies, Technology, and public speaking
	Wrap Up

Project 

Presentations

½ the class goes during this time (anyone who did not go previously).

Allows for discussion/sharing of what students learned, and they can have a Q &A forum not just on their ‘monster’ topic, but that specific culture or society.

The presentations work to tie in Reading (at least two book sources) Writing, Research, Social Studies, Technology, and public speaking

Wrap-up discussion Q&A

Quiz on mythology, fable/legend/lore vocabulary, as well as info on Bigfoot and ‘Nessie’ 

Advise teacher and librarian will review all projects and announce those of superior work (and who will be in paper, etc) next class
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First Lesson Plan
4th Grade Lesson Plan for Monster Project







Day One: An Introduction

	Monsters/Myths/Legends and Lore: a Cross-Cultural study
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For Fourth Grade Reading/ELA

	Lesson Plan Title 

Introductory Lesson to Monster/Lore Thematic Unit: Nessie Lesson

	Student Academic Standards

4.1.1
Read aloud grade-level-appropriate literary and informational texts with fluency and accuracy and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

4.3.1
Describe the differences of various imaginative forms of literature, including fantasies, fables, myths, legends, and other tales



	Lesson Objectives


Ongoing effort to incorporate reading aloud so that students recognize and learn to read with fluency and accuracy 100% of the time. At the end of unit, students will be able to distinguish myth from legend, as well as gain an appreciation for other cultures and societies.

	Lesson Rationale To engage students in new Thematic Unit that will discuss not only monsters/creatures/beings of lore and legend-but will incorporate information about different societies and cultures for their overall learning/understanding of the world they live in. ‘Nessie’ lesson will engage students, and allow for introductory discussion of what unit will incorporate, as well as hit standards on reading aloud.

	Introduction  

Picture of ‘Nessie’ on SMART board with question that asks: “What’s at the bottom of the lake?”

	Behavior Management Issues 

Anticipate talking/whispers-engage those appearing to lose interest in discussion. Ask for read aloud volunteers. Keep an eye out for anyone not reading along during reading time.  Also, repeat offenders will get a mark on the classroom discipline board.

	Motivation  

Students will be motivated with a unit that is directed towards their interests, monsters, mythic creatures, and beings of lore. The will be able to select a culture/society of their choice and learn about that society’s legends/lore then present what they learned to the class with emphasis on creativity. Awards given to presentations of excellence (students will create PowerPoint presentations, web pages, videos, etc., and can even create books or recreations of their chosen topic). May want to bring in items that relate to that specific culture-bonus for creativity-can bring in food as representation of that culture.



	Accommodation/Modification:

Make sure that students who are hard of hearing/auditory/visual learners, or have difficulty focusing/behavior problems sit next to the teacher during circle time. *No ESL students in class.

	Content

Use of book-The Lock Ness Monster to explain the idea of lesson, and that they will be able to choose a society/culture and that representative figure of lore/legend or mythology. With that choice they will have writing assignments, as well as a class presentations where creativity is encouraged. Reading of book reiterates read aloud fluency, and content of unit will hit standards on distinguishing imaginative forms of literature with text or nonfiction material.

	Procedures/Activities  

Hook student’s attention with Nessie Picture

Discussion of the Loch Ness Monster

Discussion/questions of other characters/monsters/beings of lore/legend

Reading of Loch Ness Monster book in circle formation

Tie in with cultural societies (Nessie with Scotland, Dragons with China, Sasquatch of the Pacific Northwest, etc)

Discussion of what Thematic unit will entail (example activities)

Explanation of students big project/presentation options

Time to look at maps/globes and look through reference material books for ideas

Discussion of Vocabulary sheet as homework

Q & A time

	Materials

*Book: The Loch Ness Monster (The Unexplained) by Terri Sievert (32 pages-ages 9-12)

*World Map and Globe

*Various resource books on mythology and legend for students to use to help choose specific topic of research 

*Examples of writing essays/PowerPoints print outs that students will create themselves

*Vocabulary worksheets for Homework

	Checks for understanding 

Open discussion about what class will be doing with Thematic unit-answer any questions. Vocabulary assignment on the words mythology, lore, legend, fable, fantasy, and factual. Make sure that students understand what will be required of them during the course of unit-as well as emphasis on creativity for projects. 

	Conclusion  

Go over examples of previous student work

Explain Vocabulary worksheet homework

Discuss any questions as to choosing topic of study

	Independent Practice

Student assignments will be to begin researching the culture/mythological creature of their choice. Students are to report back with what they want to do, or questions about a particular topic by the next class-nothing set in stone, but must begin process. Will also be required to fill out vocab sheet about terminology used in lesson.

	Final Assessments

Assessment will be following class when topics and questions about assignments are submitted and discussed. Will ensure that all students understand that this unit will be exciting, but will require a lot of research work (and hopefully creativity) as well as writing out of them. Final project assessment: checklist


Worksheet

Date: ____________

Name: ________________

Monsters, Myths, Legends, and Lore 

Vocabulary Homework
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Directions:

Look up the following words in the dictionary and write out the definition. 

Mythology-

Lore-

Legend-

Fable-

Fantasy-

Factual-

Culture-

*Bonus: On the back of this worksheet write a paragraph that includes each of one of these words once!

Student Direction Handout

Monsters, Myths, Legends, and Lore:

A Student Guide
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Have you ever wondered if the Loch Ness Monster really exists? 

Do you know the story of Medusa, or just think she’s having a bad hair day? 

Is Sasquatch and the Yeti the same creature, or distant cousins?

Ever wonder where the idea of mermaids came from?


For our next unit we are going to be taking on the world’s “monsters.” That is to say, we are going to learn about creatures of mythology, legend, and lore (sorry, no reports on Godzilla). (

In the next two weeks we are going to be spending a great deal of our English and Social Studies time in the library working with Mrs. Smith to create fantastic forms of reports about various mythological creatures and the cultures in which they come from…and here’s the best part: you get to choose what culture creature you want to study!
Here is a list of ideas, though if you have something different, you may run that past me as well (the possibilities are limitless!):

Egypt: 
Sphinx

Scotland:
The Loch Ness Monster (“Nessie”)

Greece:
Greek mythology creatures: gods, goddesses too

Italy:

Roman mythology creatures: gods, goddesses too

China:
Dragons

Ireland:
Leprechauns, fairies

Tibet:

Yeti

Additional Information for Students:
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After researching and learning all that you can about your chosen culture and “monster” you will present your information and findings to the whole class. This can be done in a variety of ways: 

*Create a cool web page 

*Create a PowerPoint presentation

*Create a booklet complete with pictures/illustrations

*Create a reproduction of your “monster” with any sort of materials

*Serve a traditional meal* while informing the audience about your    creature’s culture and history

The more creative and informational your final project, the better your grade! Those who submit superior work will have their picture taken for the local newspaper and Mrs. Smith has asked to showcase the very best projects in the Library for the next 6 weeks!
Also, parents will be invited to come in and watch your presentation to the class-so prepare to knock everyone’s socks off with your awesome ideas and creative genius!


So what are you waiting for? Get those creative juices flowing and start kicking around ideas! This is your chance to learn about whatever it is that interests you—and you’ll be teaching the rest of us so let’s make it count!

The following book list may help you get started and flush out some ideas:

*Foods and food preparation must be cleared with teacher and Mrs. Smith both beforehand-some foods not allowed due to allergies

Resources for Students

BOOKLIST

The following is intended to help you get ideas:

[image: image9.wmf]  Field Guide to Lake Monsters, Seas Serpents…by Loren Coleman

[image: image10.wmf]The Loch Ness Monster by Terri Sievert
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DK Readers: Beastly Tales by Malcolm Yorke and Lee Davis

[image: image12.wmf]Field Guide to Bigfoot, Yeti, and Other…by Lauren Coleman, Patrick Huyghe
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Tales of Ancient Egypt by Roger Lancelyn Green
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Mummies, Pyramids, and Pharaohs by Gail Gibbons

[image: image15.wmf]
Indian Mythology by Fred Ramen
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American Indian Myths and Legends by Richard Erdoes and Alfonso Ortiz
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Moonbeams, Dumplings & Dragon Boats…by Nina Simonds, Leslie Swartz, The Boston Children’s Museum and Meilo So

[image: image18.wmf]
Mythological Creatures…by Lynn Curlee
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The McElderry Book of Greek Myths by Eric A. Kimmel
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Z is for Zeus: A Greek Mythology Alphabet by Helen L. Wilbur
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Spirits, Fairies, Leprechauns, and Goblins: An Encyclopedia by Carol Rose

*Note: these are just a few of the book titles that have been set aside for you to look through-Mrs. Smith has also created a list of sites for you to visit online-she will pass those out next class. You are free to check out books from the town library for this project as well!

Lesson Plan #2

4th Grade Lesson Plan for Monster Project






Day Two: Reinforcing the Idea

	Monsters/Myths/Legends and Lore: a Cross-Cultural study
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For Fourth Grade Reading/ELA

	Lesson Plan Title 

Writing Lesson for Monster/Lore Thematic Unit: The Project

	Student Academic Standards

4.5.3
Write or deliver a research report that has been developed using a systematic research process (defines the topic, gathers information, determines credibility, reports findings) and that: 

· includes information from a variety of sources (books, technology, multimedia) and documents sources (titles and authors).

· demonstrates that information that has been gathered has been summarized.

                  *    organizes information by categorizing it into multiple categories

	Lesson Objectives


Student’s cumulative unit project requires research, and final creative presentation. In addition, there will be web-quest searches, and print research on their chosen topic. These assignments require some outlining skills, and submitted work that is 90% error free.

	Lesson Rationale To engage students in new Thematic Unit that will discuss not only monsters/creatures/beings of lore and legend-but will incorporate information about different societies and cultures for their overall learning/understanding of the world they live in. By assisting students with research techniques and materials, as well as writing practice-students are able to submit better/more comprehensive and potentially more creative work.

	Introduction  

Example PowerPoint on Bigfoot (as ‘Hook’) up on SMART board

	Behavior Management Issues 

Anticipate talking/whispers-engage those appearing to lose interest in discussion. Ask questions to those ‘wondering’ or not paying attention. 

	Motivation  

Students will be motivated with a unit that is directed towards their interests, monsters, mythic creatures, and beings of lore. The will be able to select a culture/society of their choice and learn about that society’s legends/lore then present what they learned to the class with emphasis on creativity. Awards given to presentations of excellence (students will create project presentations, and can even bring in materials/books or artistic recreations of their chosen topic). May want to bring in items that relate to that specific culture-bonus for creativity-can bring in food as representation of that culture.

Help motivate students by engaging them with questions about their chosen topic-excitement, humor, and example can lead to positive and engaged learning experience. Reminder of picture in paper and showcase of great work.

	Accommodation/Modification:

Make sure that students who are hard of hearing/auditory/visual learners, or have difficulty focusing/behavior problems are at the front of class and can easily see SMART board. 

	Content

Quickly read aloud to class:  Bigfoot (The Unexplained) by Michael Burgan & Curt Nelson (32 pages ages 9-12)
Give example of what well-researched PowerPoint presentation includes (part of introductory hook). Discuss the variety of materials available for research. Give example of scaled-down outline form. Together in class, walk through sample outline (Bigfoot/Sasquatch) and then discuss particular aspects of example that make it a superior writing presentation.

	Procedures/Activities  

Hook student’s attention with Bigfoot PowerPoint

Reading of Bigfoot book

Discussion/questions of research on project so far

Discussion/examples of Thematic unit projects from previous years

Explanation of students big project/presentation/discussion of requirement for outline

Example outline done together as a class

Discussion of outline worksheet as homework

Q & A time

	Materials

*Book: Bigfoot (The Unexplained) by Michael Burgan & Curt Nelson
*Blank outline form (to be filled out together in class)

*World Map and Globe (for any geographic information needed)

*Resource books for students to use to gather information on their specific topic of research 

* More examples of writing essays/PowerPoint print outs that students will create themselves

	Checks for understanding 

Open discussion about what class will be doing with Thematic unit-answer any questions. Assess that outline assignments done in class. Ask questions pertaining to filling outline-students should be supplying answers and engaged in activity (using Bigfoot as example). Check to see progress on research and offer materials in classroom for student use. 

	Conclusion  

Go over more examples of previous student work

Give resources for more research (books, sites, etc)

Explain outline worksheet homework/go over any questions

	Independent Practice

Take home another blank outline sheet (as well as example sheet we did in class) and create outline for final project on student’s specific topic of research to be returned next class.



	Final Assessments

Walk around room and assess that each student filled out worksheets done in class/has understanding of what they need to do/research on their own time. Time allotted for Q & A about unit and selection of creature/culture of study.


Date: ____________

Name: ________________

Monsters, Myths, Legends, and Lore Quiz


1.
The Loch Ness Monster (“Nessie”) is said to reside in the waters of this country:
_________________

2.
Medusa and her sisters were this kind of creature: (circle one)


A. Phoenix

B. Centaur

C. Gorgon

D. Minotaur

3.
True or False: Bigfoot and the Yeti are the same exact creature according to local lore.  TRUE/FALSE

4.
A _________ was said to be a creature whose songs would lure sailors to their death while at sea.

5.
Zeus is the ___________ name for the king of the gods. (Circle one)


A. Greek
B. Roman

6.
The __________ is generally a benevolent creature in Chinese legend.


A. Sasquatch

B. Dragon

C. Sphinx

D. Vampire

7.
Poseidon was known as __________ in Roman mythology.

8.
A ___________ is a mythical creature that is half human, half fish.

9.
The _____________ is the Hindu mythological creature of love that can sometimes appear as a dolphin, fish with an elephant head, or crocodile.


A. Shiva

B. Makara

C. Werewolf

D. Gorgon

10.
This is a picture below is of a: ___________________
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Inquiry Model

This project utilizes The Big 6 Inquiry Model to help students focus their inquiry approach.

Step 1: Task Definition

1.1: Students will present a project on a monster/creature and it’s relavant culture of their choosing to the class (learners as educators) in an effort to engage and foster quality inquiry-based learning.


1.2: Students will need to decide what monster/creature and coordinating culture they want to report on (i.e. Nessie/Scotland, Dragon/China, Gorgan/Greece).

Step 2: Information Seeking Strategies

2.1: Students will have full access to classroom materials, library materials, online searching resources, local library materials, and some choice resources especially purchased for this project (i.e. mythical creature encyclopedias)


2.2: Students will be largely responsible for their learning, but will have been given a booklist by the teacher for the sole purpose to assist their decision making process. Additionally, the media specialist librarian provides a list of online resources available to the students.
Step 3: Location and Access

3.1: Students are given a “jumping off point” by the teacher and school media specialist librarian with the book lists and online resources. However, students must decide what to focus their research and project on themselves and teachers will not make decision for the student.

3.2: Students are responsible for what information they choose to use and site in their project whether it is from materials provided to them or what they discover on their own.

Step 4: Use of Information

4.1: Student involvement is engaged by content material, teacher enthusiasm, example work, and motivated by having student work showcased in the local newspaper and in library. Those with kinesthetic tendencies can showcase their talents in recreating a creature/monster in various mediums to display during their report.


4.2: Both media specialist librarian and teacher will look over student work/research to ensure that they are on the right track. Suggestions, ideas, and discussions will be prevalent, but it is the student’s job to do the research and create a quality product.

Step 5: Synthesis

5.1: Example work will assist students in organizing their work from various sources. In addition, reminder checklists will help students ensure work is complete.


5.2: Students present their research to the class in the form of a web page, PowerPoint presentation, booklet, meal, or other medium.

Step 6: Evaluation


6.1 & 6.2: Students will complete a self-assessment checklist that judges the effectiveness of their project (how much they informed classmates about another culture), and how they felt they did on their research journey (did they struggle, was information easy to find, etc). In addition, teacher and librarian will do their own eval.

Standards

English

*   4.3.1: Structural Features of Literature:

      Describe the differences of various imaginative forms of literature, including fantasies, fables, myths, legends, and other tales.

*   4.3.4: Compare and contrast tales from different cultures by tracing the adventures of one character type. Tell why there are similar tales in different cultures.

*   4.5.2: Write responses to literature that:

      • demonstrate an understanding of a literary work.

*   4.5.3: Research Application:

      Write or deliver a research report that has been developed using a systematic research process (defines the topic, gathers information, determines credibility, reports findings) and that:

      • includes information from a variety of sources (books, technology, multimedia) and documents sources (titles and authors)

      • demonstrates that information that has been gathered has been summarized.

      • organizes information by categorizing it into multiple categories (such as solid, liquid, and gas or reduce, reuse, and recycle) or includes information gained through observation. (Core Standard)

*   4.7.2: Summarize major ideas and supporting evidence presented in spoken presentations. (Core Standard)

*   4.7.9: Engage the audience with appropriate words, facial expressions, and gestures.

*   4.7.12: Make informational presentations that:

      • focus on one main topic.

      • include facts and details that help listeners focus.

      • incorporate more than one source of information (including speakers, books, newspapers, television broadcasts, radio reports, or Web sites). (Core Standard)

Social Studies
*   4.1.16: Chronological Thinking, Historical Comprehension, Analysis and Interpretation, Research: Distinguish fact from opinion and fact from fiction in historical documents and other information resources and identify the central question each narrative addresses. (Core Standard)

AASL Learning Standards

1.1.1: Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects, and  

          make the real-work connection for using this process in own life.

1.2.3: Demonstrate creativity by using multiple resources and formats.

2.1.4: Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information.

2.1.6: Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 

          products that express new understandings.

2.3.1: Connect understanding to the real world.

3.1.1: Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively.

3.1.4: Use technology and other info. Tools to organize and display knowledge and understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.

4.4.1 Identify own areas of interest.

Self Assessment 

Project Checklist
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My Creature was: ______________________________

The Culture I researched was: ____________________

I used both print and web resurces:    YES      NO
I used technology in my project by: _______________

_____________________________________________

I used at least two books for information, they were:

_____________________________________________

Three things I taught or explained to my classmates were: _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

I feel my project was creative because: ___________

_____________________________________________

The most interesting thing I learned was: _____________

____________________________________________________.

I feel I was responsible for my research:    YES     NO
*Did you enjoy this project more than others: YES   NO

If yes, why?

______________________________________________

Peer Review On:

Monsters, Myths, Legends, and Lore:

A Cross-Cultural Inquiry-based Thematic Unit
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By: Molly Coffman

Reviewed By: Amy Simmonds
School Corp:  Hamilton Southeastern Schools
Mark with “X”

Unit included overview and specific goals: ____X
Specific audience/grade level was evident: ____X
Educational Standards were evident: ____X
Handouts appropriate for grade level: ____X
Assessments (checklists/quizzes) were clear: ____X
Project had a motivating, meaningful, engaging, creative, inquiry-based approach: ____X
General Comments:

This project is engaging and interesting for teachers and students.  Standards are clearly stated and mini-lessons are easy to follow and correlate well to the overall goal.

Would you use a project such as this in your 4th grade room? Why or Why not?

Absolutely.  Students will find this to be an exciting way to learn social studies standards by utilizing higher levels of thinking.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME! (
~molly

Peer Review On:

Monsters, Myths, Legends, and Lore:

A Cross-Cultural Inquiry-based Thematic Unit
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By: Molly Coffman

Reviewed By: Ashley Greene____________________

School Corp:  Noblesville Schools________________
Mark with “X”

Unit included overview and specific goals: __X__

Specific audience/grade level was evident: __X__

Educational Standards were evident: __X__

Handouts appropriate for grade level: __X__

Assessments (checklists/quizzes) were clear: __X__

Project had a motivating, meaningful, engaging, creative, inquiry-based approach: __X__

General Comments:

I believe that the wording on all of the guidelines for the project, etc are extremely thought provoking and will really get the students excited for the unit. I love that the research on the creature is mixed in with research on the country or region associated with each creature. I also really think that the self assessment at the conclusion of the unit will be helpful in determining not only how much the students learned but, also how to potentially alter the unit to make it even more effective for years to come. 

Would you use a project such as this in your 4th grade room? Why or Why not?

I would certainly use this project in my own classroom. Students enjoy feeling as if they have a choice in the material they spend their time researching. The various methods of source acquisition (Internet, books, etc) allow the students to become exposed to a wide variety of mediums. The fact that the unit is cross-curricular can only help to strengthen the connections in the students’ minds. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME! (
~molly

Sources:

http://www.doe.state.in.us/standards/welcome2.html 

http://www.acrl.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslproftools/learningstandards/standards.cfm
http://www.big6.com
Stripling, Barbara K., and Sandra Hughes-Hassell. Curriculum Connections Through The Library. CT: Libraries Unlimited, 2003.

Harada, Violet H., and Joan M. Yoshina. Inquiry Learning Through Librarian-Teacher Partnerships. OH: Linworth Publishing, 2003.

Callison, Daniel, and Leslie Preddy. The Blue Book: On Information Age Inquiry, Instruction and Literacy. CT: Libraries Unlimited, 2006.

ALA. Information Power: Building Partnerships for Learning. IL: ALA, 1998.
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“We need t teach content within a context that is meaningful to students, and that connects to their own lives and experiences…” Dr.Patricia Wolfe





Callison, D., and Leslie Preddy. The Blue Book on Information Age Inquiry, Instruction and Literacy








