Themes in Holes

Student Audience
This inquiry lesson is for sixth grade students attending a suburban middle school in northern Indiana.  The students have been studying the book Holes by Louis Sachar in their Language Arts class.  In collaboration with the Language Arts program, these students have been studying biomes in Earth Science class, focusing on desert biomes, as well as the history of the American West in Social Studies class.  Therefore, they are familiar with the environment and location of the story.  These students are also familiar with group projects, and they demonstrate varied interests.  They are a motivated group, appreciating meaningful learning opportunities.  As most sixth graders, they can:

· be more independent, 

· show improved problem-solving skills, 

· enjoy organizing ideas, 

· read and comprehend complex text,

· research a topic using a variety of sources, and

· write an organized, multi-paragraph composition, sequentially, using a central idea.  (Great Schools)

This class provides a diverse background of knowledge.  Some students require special academic needs that include providing extra or extended time, allowing devices to assist students, including magnifiers, and reading directions aloud for all students

Information Inquiry Role
Holes is great book to use for an inquiry project, because of the number of themes introduced throughout the story.  All the learning specialists, Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, and Library Media Specialists have collaborated on this unit.  

As a final overall collaborative project, the student groups are to select one of the social themes presented in the story to study more in-depth and create a 2-3 minute feature presentation for a newscast.  To assist the students with their inquiry, the library media specialist will coach the students through the inquiry process using the Big6 model, which includes Task definition, Information seeking strategies, Location and access, Information use, Synthesis, and Evaluation.  

Callison describes information literacy as “a set of skills through which the student demonstrates the ability to recognize when information is needed and to take steps that lead to location and selection of information that can be used effectively to address a need.”  (Callison, pg 15)  This lesson plan is intended to take students to the next level, information fluency, where students “are able to express themselves creatively, to reformulate knowledge, and to synthesize new information.”  (Callison, pg 16)  

Callison also describes the inquiry process is more meaningful “when placed in an authentic context.”  (Callison, pg. 97)  These students have been introduced to several themes in studying Holes:
· Bullying

· Desert life

· Homelessness

· Immigration

· Juvenile Justice

· Drought

· Water Conservation

With this plan, these students will have the opportunity to explore and select one of these themes on which to focus more deeply.  The information gathered will be used to write creatively for a news feature.  The assessment of this lesson is on the process and the presentation.  

The classroom teacher and media specialist will assist students in brainstorming questions using the 6 Ws; guide the students in locating and accessing authoritative information using a pathfinder; taking notes and avoiding plagiarism; and developing a plan for their presentation.  This is a guided inquiry, defined by Lamb as where “students have more flexibility in their resources and activities, however they are expected to create a prescribed final product or presentation,” in this case a news cast feature story.  (http://virtualinquiry.com/inquiry/inquiry1a.htm)

This lesson focuses on the Grade 6 English/Language Arts Standards 4 and 5 Writing and the addresses all the Information Literacy Standards.

Indiana Academic Standards (IAS)
Grade Six English/Language Arts

Standard 4  WRITING:  Writing Process and Features

Organization and Focus

6.4.1 Discuss ideas for writing, keep a list or notebook of ideas, and use graphic organizers to plan writing.

6.4.2 Choose the form of writing that best suits the intended purpose.

6.4.3 Write informational pieces of several paragraphs that:

engage the interest of the reader.

state a clear purpose.

develop the topic with supporting details and precise language.

conclude with a detailed summary linked to the purpose of the composition.

6.4.4 Use a variety of effective organizational patterns, including comparison and contrast; organization by categories; and arrangement by order of importance or climatic order.

Research Process and Technology

6.4.5 Use note-taking skills when completing research for writing.

6.4.6 Use organizational features of electronic text (on computers), such as bulletin boards, databases, keyword searches, and e-mail addresses, to locate information.

6.4.7 Use a computer to compose documents with appropriate formatting by using word-processing skills and principles of design, including margins, tabs spacing, columns, page orientation.

Evaluation and Revision

6.4.8 Review, evaluate, and revise writing for meaning and clarity.

6.4.9 Edit and proofread one’s own writing, as well as that of others, using and editing checklist or set of rules, with specific examples of corrections of frequent errors.

6.4.10 Revise writing to improve the organization and consistency of ideas within and between paragraphs.

Standard 5: Writing: Writing Applications 

Research Application

6.5.3 Write or deliver a research report that has been developed using a systematic research process (defines a topic, gathers information, determines credibility, reports findings) and that

uses information from a variety of sources (books, technology, multimedia) and documents sources independently by using a consistent format for citations.

demonstrates that information that has been gathered has been summarized.

demonstrates that sources have been evaluated for accuracy, bias, and credibility.

organizes information by categorizing and sequencing, and demonstrates the distinction between one’s own ideas from the ideas of others, including a bibliography (works cited)

Information Literacy Standards (ILS)
ILS 1  
The student who is information literate accesses information efficiently and effectively.

ILS 2
The student who is information literate evaluates information critically and competently.

ILS 3
The student who is information literate uses information accurately and creatively.

ILS 4
The student who is an independent learner is information literate and pursues information related to personal interests.

ILS 5
The student who is an independent learner is information literate and appreciates literature and other creative expressions of information.

ILS 6
The student who is an independent learner is information literate and strives for excellence in information seeking and knowledge generation

ILS  7
The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and recognizes the importance of information to a democratic society.

ILS 8
The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and practices ethical behavior in regard to information and information technology.

ILS 9
The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and participates effectively in groups to pursue and generate information.

Information Inquiry Model
This inquiry lesson is based on the Big6 Model, an information problem-solving model.  (Eisenberg and Berkowitz)

1. Task Definition

1.1. Define the problem

1.2. Identify information requirements

2. Information Seeking Strategies

2.1. Determine range of sources

2.2. Prioritize sources

3. Location and Access

3.1. Locate sources

3.2. Find information 

4. Information Use

4.1. Engage with information (read, view, listen)

4.2. Extract information

5. Synthesis

5.1. Organize information

5.2. Present information 

6. Evaluation

6.1. Judge the product

6.2. Judge the process

Harada and Yoshina describe the function of a model for an information search process is defining “the skills and competencies that learners need to master if they are to become effective locators, evaluators, and users of information.”  (Harada and Yoshina p.71)  
Many times the process of inquiry seems unmanageable. The Big6 model is a scaffold that can assist the learner in visualizing the method for problem-solving, going task-by-task, creating a clearer understanding of what is expected.  As Callison describes the model, learners can “see” the task therefore, the task is manageable.  

One of the activities addresses task definition.  This is the initial step in the inquiry process where the student identifies the problem or topic and the information requirements needed to resolve the problem.  This requires questioning, so the students will use the 6Ws to develop potential questions.  This process is similar to Kuhlthau’s Selection process.  However, Kuhlthau identifies the task, thoughts, feelings, actions, and strategies for the information searcher.  The Selection process identifies:

· Task: decide on topic

· Thoughts: compare topic criteria to personal interests, information available, time allotted, predict outcome of possible choices

· Feelings:  confusion, anxiety, brief elation after selection, anticipation

· Actions: consult with others, read for overview

· Strategies: discuss options, read widely.  (Callison, pg 40)

In defining the task, the lesson addresses the Language Arts standard 6.4.1:

Discuss ideas for writing, keep a list or notebook of ideas, and use graphic organizers to plan writing; 

and the information literacy standard 4:

The student who is an independent learner is information literate and pursues information related to personal interests.

Student Performance

The students will review several themes presented in the book, Holes.  They will select a group of 3-4 students to develop a presentation.  Each group will select a topic, develop questions, uses resources, evaluate resources, identify important information, use correct citation, and summarize information in a 2-3 minute feature for a newscast.  The group must prepare a written script and all participants must be involved in the presentation.  Students will be assessed on both the process and the presentation using separate rubrics.  In addition, the students will evaluate their project.  

Lesson Plan

Objectives

Students will:

· work within a group.
· search authoritative sources for facts and details.

· evaluate material for credibility.

· use effective note-taking skills.

· determine what facts and details need to be appear in a news story.

· put the facts and details in appropriate order.

· use a creative oral presentation technique for a specific purpose and audience.
Materials

Overhead projector with computer access, or 

Preprinted copies of a newspaper article

Student Journals

Packet of worksheets, one for each student group

Computers, one for each group, with word processing, internet and creative tools

Other resources such as books, databases, brochures

Day 1-Classroom (Task definition)

The classroom teacher will inform students that the final project for the Holes unit is a newscast project.  The classroom teacher will present the folder containing the worksheets and rubrics for this project.  She will review all the materials verbally with the class.  She will describe the first process that the class will do is review a news story to become familiar with the news format.  

The classroom teacher will present a recent news video clip (ABCNews, MSNBC, CBSNews, CNN, or Local News affiliates WANE Fort Wayne or Indiana News Center   

are potential sources) for the whole class to watch.  Ask the students to watch for facts and details about the story and write them on a sheet of paper.  

Alternately, copies of a newspaper article can be passed out to students.

After viewing the video clip, the classroom teacher will ask the students to name the facts and details of the story.  The teacher can create a list on the blackboard or overhead.

The teacher will explain the 6Ws, Who, What, Where, Why, How, and When and their use in writing to describe a news story, describing how the questions are answered.  The she will have the students write in their journal the list of facts and details from the blackboard.  Then the students are asked to apply one fact or detail to each of the 6Ws and write as the question.  Give the students a 1-2 minutes, and then the students can read some of their questions to the class.  Write the questions on the board.

After the class hears the questions, the teacher will ask if the order the questions are asked might matter.  Then she will ask the questions in a couple of different orders.  Then, she will describe that reporters must create a news story where the most important information is first and the least important is at the end in order to draw in the audience.  Finally, she will explain that the reporter must consider the needs of the audience in order to know what will be the most important information to the audience.

Then the teacher will show the video clip again.  After viewing, the students write the order of the facts of the story associated with the 6Ws, in their journals. 

The teacher will Explain to the students that their project topic will be selected from one of the social themes in the book Holes.  Some of the options include:

· Bullying

· Desert life

· Homelessness

· Immigration

· Juvenile Justice

· Drought

· Water Conservation

They will research the topic and create a 2-3 minute written feature story for a class news show, as a group of 3-4 students, following the rubrics for the process and presentation.  The teacher and media specialist will review both rubrics with the students.  She will assign the due date.  Emphasize that the feature story will not be just a report on facts, but a developed story about the topic.  Ask the students to think about their topic of interest and to write some potential questions in their journal.  [IAS 6.4.1, 6.4.2, 6.4.4, 6.4.5; ILS 1,2,3,4,5,6,9]

Day 2-Media Center (Information Seeking Strategies, Location and Access)

The classroom teacher will ask the students about their journal questions.  Answer any questions related to the project as necessary.  For questions regarding the topics, ask the students to hold their questions until after today’s activity, as the questions may be answered during research.

The media specialist will explain that students will conduct a read-in:  students will be in groups of 3-4 and select a station around the computer center.  Each center is set up with various resources for each specific theme: bullying, immigration, water conservation, juvenile justice, etc.  Examples of resources are listed on the “Resource List for Holes Themes.”  Each group will have 5 minutes at each station to select a resource, read, write some notes, and share what they have learned.  Each group will use the Read-in Organizer to write notes.  Students should be encouraged to pick their own groups.  However, if cliques are an issue, the teacher and media specialist should determine groups.

The media specialist will verbally explain that the Read-in Organizer does not have a lot of room for information.  She will demonstrate that only key words and brief statements in the students own words need to be written down, as well as the source of information.  Emphasize that authors of direct quotes need to be identified.  

If deemed necessary, provide a practice session for note taking.  Using a copy of an article, have the students read the article.  Then, as a class, the media specialist will guide the students to write the main idea in the large bubble of the Note-Taking worksheet.  Then, the other facts and details can be written in the surrounding bubbles.  Encourage the students to write all in their own words, discussing that copying is plagiarism and is not acceptable.  The media specialist should explain direct quotes require bibliographic material with a proper citation as shown on the worksheet.  Differentiate between “direct quote”, “paraphrase” and “in your own words.”  Use an example of a quote.  Read the quote, then replace a couple of words and finally state the quote using own words.  

For example, Use the quote “It is thrifty to prepare today for the wants of tomorrow.” Aesop, The Ant and the Grasshopper (from The Quotations Page) 

Change it to “It is frugal to organize today for what you want tomorrow.”

Finally, change it to a different phrase with the same meaning.  “I should prepare for what I need later before it gets here.”
The students should conduct their read-in for the remainder of class time.  Both the teacher and media specialist should check that the students stay on task.

[IAS 6.4.5, 6.4.6; ILS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8]

Day 3 – Media Center (Location and Access, Use of Information)

If students need more time to complete read-in, have them continue at the beginning of class.

After the read-in is complete, the media specialist will guide the students through a discussion of what they learned.  Guide the students to respond to such questions as “How serious is bullying?”, “Which resources were most interesting?” or "What other questions do I have about water conservation?”

Divide the students back into their groups.  The media specialist will explain that the groups will need to determine their feature topic. 

Media specialist will guide the students through writing a statement describing their presentation purpose.  Explain that this statement will clearly define what they want to present.  This statement will help students to create a strategy to identify keywords for searching resources.   The medial specialist will review the “What We Are Doing” Worksheets with the class.  Encourage to complete as much as possible before the end of class.  

[IAS 6.4.1, 6.4.6; ILS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9] 

Day 4 – Media Center (Information Seeking Strategies, Location & Access, Use of Information)

The media specialist will guide the class through the “Webpage Evaluation” Worksheet, using the topic, drugs and alcohol from http://kidshealth.org/teen/drug_alcohol/.  
The media specialist will also demonstrate how to locate and retrieve information using databases, portals, and Google Directory.

Explain that the database Inspire, http://www.inspire.in.gov, offers Student Research Center, which is ideal for middle graders.  Students can use a dictionary and encyclopedia, as well as databases with articles related to their topic.  She will explain the multiple options that the students may use.  For example, if you select the Advance search button, you have the opportunity to select the reading level of the articles searched.  Students can find timely articles from newspapers and magazines, as well as some images, that may be useful for their presentation.  
Suggestions can include the students use multiple keywords to limit or expand their search, such as the Boolean operators “and,” “or,” and “not.”

Explain that using “and” will narrow your search because you are using two or more criteria to determine the search.  “Dogs and training” is such a search.

“Not” will also limit your search by limiting separate terms, as in “Rivers not lakes.” 

“Or” will expand your search because it combines similar terms, such as “Careers or jobs.”

If students need assistance with using Inspire, use a brief lesson to demonstrate its use.
Inspire lesson
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Attention that is more individual may be needed as groups ask specific questions.

Explain that portals such as Kids click, http://www.kidsclick.org/
and Google directory http://www.google.com/Top/Kids_and_Teens/
offer access to topics.

Describe that students need to keep careful records of their searches.

The media specialist will review the rubric with the students, informing them that they should find at least five articles to review for their story.  They can use the Resource list, or the resources just discussed.  They can record their strategies on the Note-Taking worksheet.

The media specialist will inform students continue to on the "What We Are Doing" Worksheets.  The media specialist and classroom teacher will coach students in locating, retrieving, and analyzing information, using the keywords from the worksheet.  Encourage students to use the backwards action plan for planning, as described by Harada, 

· List ALL the tasks that need to be done.

· Plan backwards from the final due date and write one task each in the WHAT column.

· Give each task a completion date and write in WHEN column.

· Pick who will be responsible for each task and write name in WHO column.

· The teacher needs to sign for each completed task. 

Remind students to evaluate websites using the Website Evaluation worksheet and to record source information appropriately on the Note-taking Worksheet.

[IAS 6.4.5, 6.4.6; ILS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6] 

Day 5 Media Center (Location & Access, Use of Information, Synthesis)

Students will continue researching.  The media specialist and teacher will begin meeting with individual groups to clarify presentation plan (the “What We Are Doing” Worksheets), review any notes, coach research strategies, and encourage organization and synthesis of information.  

The teachers should ask the following types of questions:

· Are the students able to use information from searches to support presentation plan?  

· Is there enough information to do a presentation?

· Will the information support the premise?

· Is the information accurate?

· Can the group organize the information effectively for the presentation?

Students should research no more than 15-20 minutes at a time, to limit distractions.
[IAS 6.4.6; ILS 2, 3, 4, 5, 6] 

Day 6 Media Center 

Today the students will take a break from their projects to hear from a community member:  a local newscaster, news team or newspaper reporter.  The guest speaker will discuss how a news story is developed, provide examples, answer student questions, and possibly coach students on their projects.

(ILS 7)

Day 7 Media Center (Use of Information, Synthesis)

The students need to be finishing research and begin to develop presentation.

The groups will begin writing a script for their presentation.  The classroom teacher will discuss the concept of writing an article, with most important information first, while answering the 6W questions, using the Organizing Questions Worksheet.  This is a review of the Day 1 Activities, but now the students can use their own information to develop a story.  The teacher will discuss the worksheet with the class, systematically.  The teacher needs to remind students that their article is a story, not just spitting facts, so they are free to be creative.  She may suggest that they use the characters from the book, Holes, if they choose.  For example if they are discussing homelessness, use Zero’s life as an example.  The teacher and media specialist may need to assist students in critical thinking about their topic and developing their presentation.  

The teacher will explain what the story needs to include using the Developing Presentation Worksheet:

· Introduction

· a main character

· 3 or more “tidbits” about the social topic such as statistics, help agencies, examples

· Conclusion

· 3 images or more images

· Citations page
If the groups have not completed the “Occupations” on the “What We Are Doing” Worksheet, they need to complete it now.

The teacher and media specialist need to continue to meet with individual groups and question the students on 

· Do we have enough information?

· Do we have enough details?

· Is all the information correct?

Also, observe; Are all group members are participating in the group activities and are they giving reasons their decisions?  

[IAS 6.4.3, 6.4.7, 6.4.8, 6.4.9, 6.4.10; ILS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9]

Day 8-9 Media Center (Synthesis)

Students are editing and practicing their presentation.  Media specialist and teacher continue coaching.  Use JProf’s Broadcast writing style tips for hints on writing.
[IAS 6.4.3, 6.4.7, 6.4.8, 6.4.9, 6.4.10; ILS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9]

Day 10 Media Center (Evaluation)

Presentation Day

Student will turn in folders after their group presentation.

Students and teachers will complete evaluations.

All participants will self-reflect on the process, using the Reflection Worksheet.  The teacher and media specialist will complete the rubrics on student inquiry process and presentation for each student.  

[IAS 6.5.3; ILS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9]

Unit can be adapted to have the students video tape their presentation.  This will add at least 2 more weeks to the unit for video casting lesson and taping and editing.  See http://www.media-awareness.ca for the “Video Production of a Newscast” for lesson plan ideas. 

Resource List for Holes Themes
Bullying

http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/emotion/bullies.html KidsHealth Online
http://www.bullyonline.org/schoolbully/index.htm Bully Online
http://www.stopbullyingnow.com/ Stop Bully Now
http://www.bullybeware.com/ Bully Beware

http://stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov/index.asp Stop Bullying Now, HRSA Dept Health & Human Services
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Don’t Cry Cheyenne: a story about bullying and friendship, Candy J. Beard, c2007, PublishAmerica
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The Outlaw Varjak Paw, S.F. Said, 2006, David Fickling Books

Homelessness

Indiana Coalition on Housing and Homeless Issues http://www.ichhi.org/
National Coalition for the Homeless Basic Facts, http://www.nationalhomeless.org/publications/facts.html
National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty http://www.nlchp.org/program.cfm?prog=5
Homeless in America http://eolit.hrw.com/hlla/rw/index2.jsp?Chapter=6&Page=1
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Walking on air, Kelly Easton, 2004, Margaret K. McElderry Books
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Soul Man Soup, Lindsay Lee Johnson, 2002, Front Street

Juvenile Justice

Law for Kids http://www.lawforkids.org/justice/justice.cfm
History of Juvenile Delinquency http://www.wiu.edu/users/mucdr5/jdhist.htm
Resident Handbook, Prince George Youth Custody Center,  http://members.netbistro.com/pgycc/residenthandbook.html
U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/
Youth crime watch of America http://www.ycwa.org/
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They broke the law, you be the judge: true cases of teen crime, Thomas A. Jacobs, c2003, Free Spirit Pub.
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Junebug in trouble, Alice Mead, 2002, Farrar Straus Giroux

Desert Life

Desert USA http://www.desertusa.com/
The Desert Tour http://www.field-trips.org/tours/sci/desert/_tourlaunch5.htm
The Scorpion Files http://www.ub.ntnu.no/scorpion-files/
The Living Desert, http://www.mbgnet.net/sets/desert/index.htm
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Desert, Tom Warhol, c2007, Marshall Cavendish Benchmark
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Life in a desert, Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw, 2003, Lerner Publications Co.

Immigration

USA.gov portal for Immigration and Citizenship,

http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/Defense/Citizenship.shtml
FAIR Federation For American Immigration Reform,

http://www.fairus.org/site/PageServer?pagename=research_researchmain
USA History – Immigration –encyclopedia information, http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAimmigration.htm
Immigration to the US – 1851- 1900, Library of Congress,

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/features/timeline/riseind/immgnts/immgrnts.html
The New Americans, PBS, teacher’s section,

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans/index.html
Internet Modern History Sourcebook, Fordham University,

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook28.html
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The Dragon’s Child, Laurence Yep, c2008, Harper Collins
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The Arrival, Shaun Tan, 2007, Arthur A. Levine Books

Drought

National Integrated Drought Information Center, Drought.gov, http://www.drought.gov/portal/server.pt/community/drought.gov/202
Riverdeep Interactive Learning Limited http://www.riverdeep.net/current/2000/05/front.170500.drought.jhtml 

NOAA Paleoclimatology Program - North American Drought: A Paleo Perspective http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/paleo/drought/drght_home.html  

  

Drought information for kids, Delaware River Basin Commission, http://www.state.nj.us/drbc/drought/kids_droughtinfo.htm 

Drought Impacts, Center for Earth and Environmental Studies, Texas A&M International University http://www.tamiu.edu/cost/drought/impacts/index.htm
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Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck, 2008, Thorndike Press
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Out of the Dust, Karen Hesse, c1997, Scholastic Press

Water Conservation  


Water Science for Schools, http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/
EPA, Water Conservation Techniques, http://www.epa.gov/seahome/watcon.html
WaterShare, Bureau of Reclamation, http://www.usbr.gov/mp/watershare/
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Watersheds: a practical handbook for health water, Dobson, Clive, 1999, Firefly Books
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Save Water, Kay Barnam, 2008, Crabtree

Common Web directories to try

Kids click, http://www.kidsclick.org/
Google directory http://www.google.com/Top/Kids_and_Teens/
Read-in Organizer 

Date

Group Name


Topic 



(From read, write think)
Group Names:


What We Are Doing

Page 1

What will your presentation cover?  Be specific.

What information do we need?  Keywords? 

What format will you use?  On-site reporter, Interview, etc.

Team member occupations – Fill in as appropriate, names may be listed more than once.

Script Writer

Reporter

Anchorperson

Cue Card Holder

Credits

Set Designer

Other

(from media-awareness)

Group Name:

Topic:

What We are Doing

Page 2

	Keywords:  

	

	Potential Resources


Presentation Plan for Sharing Our Knowledge

Final Due Date:

	WHO
	Does WHAT
	By WHEN
	Teacher Initials

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Use an action plan to organize your project.

1. List all the tasks that need to be done.

2. Plan backwards from the final due date and write one task each in the WHAT column.
3. Give each task a completion date and write in WHEN column.
4. Pick who will be responsible for each task and write name in WHO column.
5. The teacher needs to sign for each completed task.
(Adapted from Harada)


Webpage Evaluation

Group Name


Use this page to evaluate your search results.

Title of page you are evaluating:


What is the domain (circle):


com

org/net

edu

gov/mil/us

non-US

Does the published name match the name of the site? (Y/N) Does it make sense? (Y/N)

Can you find the name of the author anywhere on the page?

If so, Who is the author?  Is there an email address for the author?  What is it?

Is there a date?  Is it current?

Any credentials? 

Are the sources well-documented?  Bibliography?  Endnotes? 

Are there links to other resources?  Do they work?

What is the purpose of the page?  Inform
Persuade
Sell 
Other     

Is it biased?

Based on Teaching Library, UC Berkeley, Spring 2008

Group Name:

Topic:

Organizing Questions

	Questions
	Notes
	Sources*

	WHO
	
	

	WHAT
	
	

	WHERE
	
	

	WHEN
	
	

	WHY
	
	

	HOW
	
	


*Source Format

Type of Resource (Book, Journal, Newspaper, Magazine, Electronic):

Author:
Title:
Date:

Publisher:
Vol.:
Page/URL:

(From Harada)

Group Name:

Topic:

Note-Taking 


[image: image19]
I used this source because (explain your strategy):



Author ___________________________________________

Title _____________________________________________

Date _____________________________________________

Publisher _________________________________________

Volume _____________________________________________

Page/URL _____________________________________________
Developing Presentation

Group Name:


Topic:  

Introduction:

Main characters:

“Tidbits” (at least 3):

Conclusion:
Images (at least 3):

Group Name:
Citations Page

Author ___________________________________________

Title _____________________________________________

Date _____________________________________________

Publisher _________________________________________

Volume _____________________________________________

Page/URL _____________________________________________
Author ___________________________________________

Title _____________________________________________

Date _____________________________________________

Publisher _________________________________________

Volume _____________________________________________

Page/URL _____________________________________________
Author ___________________________________________

Title _____________________________________________

Date _____________________________________________

Publisher _________________________________________

Volume _____________________________________________

Page/URL _____________________________________________
Student Name:

Reflection Page

Well done!  
You have completed your project.  Reflect on what you have done and respond these questions.

What did you like about this project?

What did you learn about the inquiry process?

Was there any part of this project you did not like?
If you could change any part of the inquiry process or this project, what would you change?

Do you have any other comments about this project?
	Newscast - Presentation and Planning : Language Arts

	Student Name:     
	

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Research
	Group researched the subject and integrated 3 or more "tidbits" from their research into their newscast.
	Group researched the subject and integrated 2 "tidbits" from their research into their newscast.
	Group researched the subject and integrated 1 "tidbit" from their research into their newscast.
	Either no research was done or it was not clear that the group used it in the newscast.

	Accuracy of Facts
	All supportive facts are reported accurately (3 of 3).
	Almost all facts are reported accurately (2 of 3).
	One fact is reported accurately.
	No facts are reported accurately OR no facts were reported.

	Enthusiasm
	Facial expression and body language show a strong interest and enthusiasm about the topic throughout the newscast, but it is not overdone.
	Facial expression and body language show a strong interest and enthusiasm about the topic throughout the newscast, but it is somewhat overdone.
	Facial expression and body language show some interest and enthusiasm about the topic throughout the newscast.
	Facial expression and body language depict apathy or boredom with the topic.

	Awareness of Audience
	All students in group can clearly explain why they felt the vocabulary, audio and graphics they chose fit their intended audience.
	All students in group can explain why they felt the vocabulary, audio and graphics they chose fit their intended audience.
	There was some awareness of the audience, but not all of the students can describe how the vocabulary, audio and graphics they chose fit their intended audience
	Limited attention to audience in designing newscast AND/OR one or fewer members of the group can explain how the element relate to the audience.

	Point of View - Purpose
	Newscast establishes a purpose at the beginning and maintains that focus throughout! Cohesive newscast.
	Establishes a purpose at the beginning, but occasionally wanders from that focus.
	The purpose is somewhat clear but many apects of the newscast seem only slightly related.
	It was difficult to figure out the purpose of the newscast.

	Duration of presentation
	The newscast was between 1.5 and 3 minutes and did not seem hurried or too slow.
	The newscast was between 1.5 and 3 minutes but seemed SLIGHTLY hurried or too slow.
	The newscast was between 1.5 and 3 minutes but seemed VERY hurried or too slow.
	The newscast was too long or too short.

	Group Work
	The group functioned exceptionally well. All members listened to, shared with and supported the efforts of others. 
	The group functioned pretty well. Most members listened to, shared with and supported the efforts of others.
	The group functioned fairly well but was dominated by one or two members. 
	Some members of the group were often off task AND/OR were overtly disrespectful to others in the group. 


	Information Inquiry: Analyzing the Process

	Student Name:     ________________________________________
	

	

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Task definition
	Student defined the task clearly and identified information needed to complete the task.
	The student clearly defined the task, but had difficulty identifying information needed to complete the task. 
	The student somewhat defined the task and had difficulty identifying information needed to complete the task.
	The student could not define the task or identify information needed to complete the task.  

	Information seeking Strategies
	Student wrote a clear strategy for finding information.
	Student developed a clear strategy for finding information, but did not record all strategies
	Student developed a strategy for finding information, but recorded few strategies
	Student did not develop or record any strategies

	Location and Access
	Student accurately locates at least 5 articles pertinent to the topic.
	Student accurately locates at least 4 articles pertinent to the topic.
	Student accurately locates 3 articles pertinent to the topic.
	Student has difficulty locating any articles.  

	Information Use
	Student applied at least supportable 3 facts from the articles found to apply to the story.  
	Student applied supportable 2 facts from the articles found to apply to the story.
	Student applied supportable 1 fact from the articles found to apply to the story.
	Student has difficulty applying facts to the story.

	Synthesis
	Student organizes information according the 6 Ws.
	
	
	Student demonstrates no organization of information.

	Evaluation
	Student completes the reflection form.
	
	
	Student does not complete the refection form.


Read-in Organizer 

Date
11/29/08
Group Name
Sample


Topic 
Bullying



(from read write think)
Group Names:
Sample


What We Are Doing

Page 1

What will your presentation cover?  Be specific.

What can stop bullying?

What information do we need?  Keywords? 
Who does it, why, where, how to stop it
Bully, victim, teenagers. Stop bullying, 
What format will you use?  On-site reporter, Interview, etc.

Interview Reporter
Team member occupations – Fill in as appropriate, names may be listed more than once.

Script Writer - Sam

Reporter - Amber

Anchorperson - Lesa
Cue Card Holder Sam
Credits - Lesa
Set Designer - Amber
Other

Group Name:  Sample
Topic:  Bullying:  What stops it?
What We are Doing

Page 2

	Keywords:  bully, victim, teenagers

	

	Potential Resources Inspire, http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/emotion/bullies.html
http://www.bullyonline.org/schoolbully/index.htm
http://www.stopbullyingnow.com/
http://www.bullybeware.com/



Presentation Plan for Sharing Our Knowledge

Final Due Date:  Dec 5
	WHO
	Does WHAT
	By WHEN
	Teacher Initials

	Lesa
	Credits (Citations)
	Dec 3
	

	Sam
	Write story
	Dec 2
	

	Amber
	Set Design
	Dec 3
	

	All
	Research
	Nov 28
	


Use the action plan to organize your project.

· List all the tasks that need to be done.

· Plan backwards from the final due date and write one task each in the WHAT column.
· Give each task a completion date and write in WHEN column.
· Pick who will be responsible for each task and write name in WHO column.
· The teacher needs to sign for each completed task.
(Adapted from Harada)


Webpage Evaluation

Group Name

Sample

Use this page to evaluate your search results.

Title of page you are evaluating:

http://kidshealth.org/teen/drug_alcohol/


What is the domain (circle):


com

org/net

edu

gov/mil/us

non-US


Does the published name match the name of the site? (Y/N) Does it make sense? (Y/N)

Can you find the name of the author anywhere on the page? not author, but reviewed by Steven Dowshen, MD
If so, Who is the author?  Is there an email address for the author?  What is it? Steven Dowshen, MD

Is there a date?  Is it current? Date reviewed: July 2008
Any credentials?  MD, also list of expert reviewers http://kidshealth.org/parent/misc/reviewers.html
Are the sources well-documented?  Bibliography?  Endnotes? 
No

Are there links to other resources?  Do they work?

List of resources

http://kidshealth.org/PageManager.jsp?dn=KidsHealth&lic=1&article_set=22660&cat_id=20140&&ps=205
What is the purpose of the page?  Inform
Persuade
Sell 
Other     

Is it biased? Gives a note: All information on TeensHealth is for educational purposes only. For specific medical advice, diagnoses, and treatment, consult your doctor.

Based on Teaching Library, UC Berkeley, Spring 2008

Group Name:  Sample
Topic:  Bullying:  What stops it?

Organizing Questions

	Questions
	Notes
	Sources*

	WHO
	Who is affected?

Stanley –victim, overwieght

Derrick Dunne – Bully
	http://kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/problems/bullies.html
http://www.bullybeware.com/story.html


	WHAT
	What happens?

Relentless physical  assault, verbal too,

Stanley’s notebook thrown in toilet


	http://kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/problems/bullies.html


	WHERE
	Where can it happen?

Anywhere, school, internet
	http://kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/problems/bullies.html

	WHEN
	When does it happen?

Usually when alone, solution-eliminate isolation
	http://www.stopbullyingnow.com/what.htm

	WHY
	Why does it happen?

Various reasons, wrong place at wrong time, not victims fault
	http://kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/problems/bullies.html

	HOW
	How can it be prevented?

Buddy system

Walk away

Speak up

Act funny
	http://kidshealth.og/teen/your_mind/problems/bullies.html
http://stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov/index.asp?area=whatyoucando



*Source Format

Type of Resource (Book, Journal, Newspaper, Magazine, Electronic):

Author:
Title:
Date:

Publisher:
Vol.:
Page/URL:

(From Harada)

Group Name: Sample

Topic: What stops it?
Note-Taking 


[image: image20]
I used this source because (explain your strategy):

They had lots of good ideas for helping victims


Author
Stan Davis
Title Stop Bullying Now
Date 12/1/08
Publisher 

Volume 
Page/URL http://www.stopbullyingnow.com/
Developing Presentation

Group Name:
Sample


Topic:  Bullying:  What stops it?

Introduction:

Tell Stanley Yelnats relationship with Derrick Dunne
Main characters:

Use stories from Bully Beware

“Tidbits” (at least 3):

Kidshealth- ¾ of kids say they have been bullied or teased 

HRSA- Ways to bully (relentless pushing, shoving, call names 
Effects – 
15-25% of U.S. students are bullied frequently

15-20% of U.S. students are bullies (Melton et al, 1988; Nansel et al, 2001). 

Bullies are more likely than those who don't bully to skip school and drop out of school, smoke, drink alcohol, vandalize property, and get into fights (Nansel et al, 2003; Olweus, 1993).

At least 160,000 students may stay home on any given day because they're afraid of being bullied (Pollack, 1998).

60% of boys who were bullies in middle school had at least one criminal conviction by the age of 24 (Olweus, 1993). 

Conclusion:
How to stop it?
Watch own behavior, encourage bystanders to get involved

Positive attitude, discourage bully attitudes, support for victims, enforcing consequences for bullying behavior (Stan Davis)

Images (at least 3):

	www.defenselink.mil
	thewi11is.com
	Youthproject.wordpress.com
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Citation Page

Author 

Title Stop Bullying Now

Date 12/1/08

Publisher US Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration

Volume 

Page/URL  http://stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov/index.asp?area=whatyoucando
Author 

Title KidsHealth
Date 12/1/08
Publisher Nemours Foundation
Volume 

Page/URL http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/emotion/bullies.html
Author Tim Field Managed by Michael Field
Title Bully Online
Date 12/1/08
Publisher The Field Foundation
Volume

 Page/URL http://www.bullyonline.org/schoolbully/index.htm
Citations Page

Author
Stan Davis
Title Stop Bullying Now
Date 12/1/08
Publisher 

Volume 

Page/URL http://www.stopbullyingnow.com/
Author 

Title Bully Beware
Date 12/1/08

Publisher Bully B’ware Productions
Volume

 Page/URL http://www.bullybeware.com/ 
Student Name:  
Sample

Reflection Page

Well done!  
You have completed your project.  Reflect on what you have done and respond these questions.

What did you like about this project?

I liked to do research, so I really enjoyed picking a topic that would interest me and 
my group instead of having the teacher assign a topic.  I liked that we could change the way we did our presentation, from interview to report, because it worked better for us
What did you learn about the inquiry process?

The process is easy to follow, like a map

Was there any part of this project you did not like?
Sometimes my group did not want to do the work.  I ended up doing a lot by myself.

I felt rushed doing research.  I would have liked more time.
If you could change any part of the inquiry process or this project, what would you change?

I would want the teacher to pick my group.  Sometimes friends are hard to work with.

Do you have any other comments about this project?
I really liked doing this type of project.  Can we do more like this?
Resources

American Association of School Librarians. Information Power: Building Partnerships for Learning. American Library Association, 1998.

  referenced in discussion
"American Revolution Research Project Sample Organizer." Thinkfinity. 2008. Verizon Foundation. 11 Nov. 2008 http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson881/organizer.pdf. adapted worksheet idea 
"Assisting Students with Special Academic Needs." Indiana’s Academic Standards & Resources. Indiana Department of Education. 9 Oct. 2008 http://www.indianastandardsresources.org/assist.asp. referenced in discusion
Callison, Daniel, and Leslie Preddy. The Blue Book on Information Age Inquiry, Instruction and Literacy. Libraries Unlimited, 2006. referenced in discussion 

"Create a Rubric." Rubistar. 2008. 24 Nov. 2008 http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php. used to create rubrics

Eisenberg, Michael and Berkowitz, Robert E. "What is the Big6." The Big6 Information and Technology Skills for Student Achievement. 2008. Big6. 24 Nov. 2008 http://www.big6.com. referenced in discussion
Google Image Search. 2008. Google. 1 Dec. 2008 http://images.google.com/.

Harada, Violet H., and Joan M. Yoshina. Inquiry Learning through Librarian-Teacher Partnerships. Linworth, 2004.  referenced in discussion, used planning and worksheet ideas
"Holes Lesson Plans." Holes on DVD Official Website. Bueva Vista Home Entertainment and Walden Media LLC. 5 Nov. 2008 http://disney.go.com/disneyvideos/liveaction/holes/dig_deeper/page2.html. lesson plan ideas
"Holes." Literature Learning Ladders. Eduscapes. 11 Nov. 2008 http://eduscapes.com/newbery/99a.htm.  ideas for activities 
Houser, Michelle. “Biomes”.  Information Age Inquiry. Project 4 Archives.  Examples from Spring 2006. http://virtualinquiry.com/course/project4archives.html. used ideas for packets/folders and reflection page
Lamb, Annette, and Larry Johnson. "Topic Index." 4 2 explore. 11 Nov. 2008 http://42explore.com/topic.htm. referenced in discussion
Lamb, Annette, and Larry Johnson. "Topic Index." 4 2 explore. 11 Nov. 2008 http://42explore.com/topic.htm. ideas for pathfinder sources

Lattimore, Laurie. "Broadcast writing style tips." JPRof the website for teaching journalism. 11 Nov. 2008 http://www.jprof.com/broadcasting/bcstyletips.html.  activity for lesson plan
"The New York Times Learning Network Lesson Plan." 2005. 25 Nov. 2008 http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/20010302friday_print.html. lesson plan ideas
"The Quotations Page." The Quotations Page. 2007. 1 Dec. 2008 http://www.quotationspage.com/.
 quote for an activity
Sachar, Louis. Holes. Scholastic, 1998.  reference 

"Search Catalog." Allen County Public Library. Allen County Public Library. 25 Nov. 2008 http://www.acpl.lib.in.us/.   ideas for pathfinder resources
"6th Grade English/Language Arts." Indiana Standards and Resources. Indiana Department of Education. 24 Nov. 2008 

 http://dc.doe.in.gov/standards/academicstandards/standardsearch.aspx. direct reference

"Video Production of a Newscast." Media Awareness Network. 2008. Media Awareness. 25 Nov. 2008 <http://media-awareness.ca>.  lesson plan ideas, adapted “What Are We Doing” worksheet
"Web Page Evaluation Checklist." Spring 2008. UC Berkley. 26 Nov. 2008 http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/teachinglib/guides/internet/evaluation_checklist_2008_spring.pdf. used to adapt for Website Evaluation Worksheet
"What Your Child Should Know by the End of the Year." Great Schools. 2008. Great Schools Inc. 24 Nov. 2008 http://www.greatschools.net/cgi-bin/showarticle/ca/1000. direct reference
Reviews
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Beth Schroeder,

Tthink that your lesson plan is very fun! It's extremely interactive which is what T
believe holds the aftention of the students. I also think that your lesson plan is also
insightful and inductive to the learning environment of your target audience. T also liked
the simplicity of the lesson plan and I think that it will be a success

Myra Woods
FWCS Substitute Teacher
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Subject: lesson plan review

3

Beth,

Thank you for giving me the opportuniy to review your lesson plan. It looks like you have put a lot of time and effort into this project. Itis very well thought out

‘and is everything a classroom teacher could want. I really liced it
As a substitute teacher I would love to go into a classroom and get this lesson plan. I tells me exactly what I am suppose to do every step of the way and
provides me with questions to ask to make sure the sidents are going to be able to complete the task correctly. Each day there is a specific task and the sample
worksheets and references would be able to guide me through exactly whatis expected from the students. From this lesson plan I could step in on any given day
and be able to do what the teacher would have done had they been in class that day. If they were gone for the whole project time, I would feel confident to do
the entire project with out having to ask any of the other teachers what I needed to do.

‘This looks like a very fin project that the kids will enjoy as well as learn a lot from. I think it is wonderful that you have incorporated Science, Social Studies,

and Library Media all nto one project. The kids also love to work in groups and can learn so much from other students, and feed off of cach
Tt would be exciting to see their newscasts at the conclusion of their project

1 think this lesson plan is publishable materiall Lauren read this book as a class in 4th grade, and I know the teacher would have loved to have had this lesson
plan to go along with it

Great Job!
Barb Black
15611 W
Churubusco, IN 46723
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Elizavess,

T loved your lesson plan. T thought it was very well organized. Each day had a purpose and
everyching supporced previous learned material. I liked how you brought in the guest speake: in
the middle of the week o reinforce the lst lesson and to help the students envision che final
project. I saw a few Typos, you might want to go back over before you submit. I really liked

Your worksheets/packet for the students. I might even steal your ideas for my school.

I chizk it vas a vesy realistic lesson plan; however, you know as well as I do that 2 and 3

wesk lessons are hazd to cover and to find a teacher willing to give che time. In a good school
wheze collaboration is supported and encouraged, I think chis lesson would be wonderful. You
covered a lot of standazds and provided the students with information that they will continue

to use (hopefully) throughout their educational lives. Website evaluation and efficient search
methods aze someching our students definitely need to have reinforced in their lives.
Unforcunately, Google, although great, can't do it all for chem. 1
Good luck as you finish your semester. Take care and keep in touch.

Michelle Houser

Library Media Specialist

Paul Harding High School

mhousergeacs.ki2.in.us

Dane.
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Click here





Type:  Bullying Teens





Select Subject:


Bullying








Select a result to review by clicking on the highlighted title.





Source 2


Name of book or website (URL):











Author:








Notable information:





























Source 3


Name of book or website (URL):











Author:








Notable information:





























Source 1


Name of book or website (URL):











Author:








Notable information:





























Source 1


Name of book or website (URL):





� HYPERLINK "http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/emotion/bullies.html" ��http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/emotion/bullies.html�





Author:








Notable information:





Affects lots of kids























Source 2


Name of book or website (URL):





� HYPERLINK "http://stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov/index.asp?area=effects" ��http://stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov/index.asp?area=effects�





Author:








Notable information:





Both bully and victim can have life-long problems























Source 3


Name of book or website (URL):





� HYPERLINK "http://www.stopbullyingnow.com/" ��http://www.stopbullyingnow.com/�





Author:








Notable information:





Lots of ways to try to stop bullying


























What stops it? 





Have a buddy





Encouragement for victims





Positive attitude





Consequences and help for bullies





Watch own behavior





Bystanders get involved





Discourage bullying attitudes








