Review of The Blogging Experiment

My goal as an educator is to instruct and share my knowledge with others.  But I have learned that I can't just impart my learning and experience; I must also be willing to be the student myself, and learn new concepts and strategies.  The goal of all educators is not to become stagnant, but to remain fluid and open to new ideas.  

I have struggled with this, as it is all too easy to ignore the new unknowns I must learn due to various time constraints and the effort I must put forth.  Unfortunately, this has been my attitude towards incorporating highly involved, technology intensive ideas into the classroom.  However, through the article written by Samantha K. Warner regarding the use of the "blog" as instrumental to creating student dialogue, I must concede that there is a place in both the classroom and the library for this new type of discussion forum.

Warner, at the time a student teacher at Ball State, discusses a collaborative learning experience she had with a mentor teacher and a media specialist.  Her unique idea of using a blog within her classroom is both practical in application and instrumental as a conduit for student discussion.  She and her peers focused on creating an "alternative for the Accelerated Reader reading log and Essays".   Her inquiry into creating and hosting a blog did not stop at the technical aspects, but also focused on the safety issues surrounding students blogging on cyberspace, and the educational benefits it would provide them.  By focusing on these different aspects, she makes Blogging seem more attainable as a discussion forum within any classroom.   By creating a blog, she pulls the students from doing what is, in essence, old fashioned essay and journal writing, and brings the students forward into the 21st century by incorporating technology and the internet.  Between Texting, Im-ing, and emailing, students in today’s classroom have lives that revolve around technology and gadgets.  Why not help incorporate these components into the educational context as well.  This is the epitome of an authentic learning experience. Students can use the skills that they learn and apply them to real world experiences.  Technology is at the fingertips of even the youngest student; by incorporating this authentic task into what was once a mundane necessary activity, Warner was increasing the learning and impact of the original lesson.  

The other focus of her essay is the application experience she had within her classroom.  The struggles she faced as students used this new format for the first time, the daring and moxy it took to get her mentor teacher and media specialist involved, all make it a fascinating essay.  By virtue of the experiences she shares through her essay, others can begin a step ahead within their own journey as they try to incorporate blogs into their own classrooms.   My only exception to her article is that I am unaware of the grade level at which her blogging activities were aimed.  However, with guidance I am sure everyone from third graders to seniors in High School could benefit from this new approach to a discussion format.

I appreciated the amount of time she allowed on reflection.  This is where she asked her students to complete a post-survey describing her experience.  By including honest student reactions to the blog, we see again how much of an impact this new idea had on her classroom.  Her reflection on the experience brought her to even new alternatives in the approach and set-up she would use for creating her blog.  Small technical glitches that could be approached differently were re-worked, and even though they were not always successful, the fact that she was learning along with her peers and students made this a collaborative experience that encouraged her to keep trying and challenging the norm.  

After reading the essay by Warner, one begins to see how through a little ingenuity, a big dose of courage, and whole lot of imagination, the educator can not only learn, but find intriguing ways to better their classroom experience, and the educational experience of their students.  It is a lesson in collaboration that all educator should strive for.  As Warner states in a quote so aptly made by Callison, "The library media specialist work(s) with teacher in the co-role of expanding the assignment and creating a learning environment that allows authentic learning activities to become possible."   With a little daring and a lot of creativity, what Warner succeeded in accomplishing with the incorporation of the blog into her classroom could be possible in any classroom.   
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