Food for Thought: 

A Review of Collaborative Success as Defined by Molly A. Coffman

By Sandy Brown

In her recent article Collaborative Success: A Partnership Between the School Media Specialist/Librarian and Teachers, Coffman offers us food for thought as she examines two specific scenarios of collaboration between teachers and the school library media specialist.  One involves an ideal, in-depth collaborative experience, and one involves a that’s-about-the-best-we-can-do collaborative experience.

The first scenario begins with a second-grade teacher, Mary, who turns to the school library media specialist for help in creating a multiculturalism project that will “engage her students, pique their interest, and utilize technology.”  Together the teacher and media specialist plan “Holidays Around the Globe,” an impressive inquiry project that incorporates technology, student choice of presentation, rubrics, time allotments, authentic assessments, incorporation of state and literacy standards, co-teaching, and parental involvement.  As food for thought, other teachers and school library media specialists are given the example of what Coffman calls “a collaborative partnership that facilitates inquiry-based learning….[appeases] the principal, and [motivates] other educators to follow suit.”  Well Coffman, I know that I’m motivated now that you’ve provided the steps and demonstrated how easy and successful it can be!

The second scenario begins with a media specialist who finds neither she nor the teachers have much collaboration time due to very inflexible scheduling; nevertheless, she makes the best of the situation by staging a school-wide collaboration project.  Not only does this scenario give us food for thought about being creative, but perhaps it also gives readers (and hopefully administrators) food for thought that the community of learners would be better served with some more flexibility and time for collaborative relationships between teachers and school library media specialists.  

Though the article is quite concise and effective, and the scenarios offer good voice that engages readers, I am left with one question: Do you have to be young to escape the role of a “lone, spinster librarian standing behind a desk quieting patrons with a severe glare?”  I seem to recall there are some of us old geezers still around in school media centers who are quite “technologically savvy,” thank you very much!  Hmm…more food for thought.
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