Article Review for Sandra Reid Brown’s The Collaborative Equation
If you have seen The Music Man, then you are familiar with the influence of unabashed enthusiasm on the common man. In her article titled “The Collaboration Equation”, Sandra Reid Brown is not selling trombones to the musically hopeless, but she is in the business of convincing teachers that with a little collaborative elixir from the media specialist, they will be able to teach like never before.  Her resonating emphasis is on how a media specialist can be a valuable resource to classroom teachers.

In a near stream of consciousness style, Brown marches through offerings of differentiation, collaboration, tech integration, webquests, rubrics, pathfinders, wikis, and book talks all with the promise of improving student achievement. None of the topics are explored in depth, but all are attached to specific examples and all are supported by solid references. 

Clear and evident strengths that should not be lost in the revision include:

1. The use of resources and create collaborative ideas used to dispel the notion that media specialists have little more than books to offer to classroom teachers.

2. Compassion for teachers and the task before them.

3. The genuine enthusiasm and desire to serve. 

Before going to publication, these points of refinement are worthy of contemplation:

1. The exaggerated contrast between the portrayal of the media specialist and the teacher proves distracting. Teacher descriptors include: tired and frustrated, desperate, slumped over desks, sleep deprived, weary, guilty, exhausted, out of control, tired and limp, overwhelmed, etc. Media specialist descriptors include: well-trained, well-informed, extraordinary, savvy, saviors, favorite, amazing, impressive, etc. It appears to be an effort to be either (a) empathetic or (b) comical.  Due to the quantity, however, it comes across as a distraction to the creative collaborative projects being suggested. 

2. The overall tone of the article is informal. Over thirty exclamation points are used and over twenty question marks are embedded. That amount of exclaiming and questioning in a short article gets in the way of clear communication.  The voice of the article comes across as being one more of a street vendor than a qualified educator. 

3. The collaborative unit planning sheet displayed in Example 1, has the teacher doing an imbalance of work. The media specialist teaches a single concept – webpage evaluation – and shows some videos and provides some books. The teacher, on the other hand, is responsible for introducing and monitoring the webquest, assessing and grading all work, conducting a read aloud, and preparing movie excerpts in addition to teaching how to compose an essay and how to write a play. It is true that a technology specialist is also involved in the collaborative plan, but the end product feels imbalanced and the media specialist involvement seems minimal and relatively basic.  In contrast, the teacher load seems heavy and demanding of high skills.

4. The title is somewhat misleading. Collaborative elements clearly exist, but the concepts of “less work” and “greater student achievement” are neglected. 

Unlike the music man Harold Hill, Brown is clearly not a con man. She is well-read and passionate about her role in student learning. If everyone who works in our schools approached his/her work in such a way, there is no doubt that student achievement levels would sound louder than any bass drum. As evidenced by her efforts in this article, Brown obviously performs her role as a drum major of learning with competence and pizzazz.
