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Review of Tyna Hunnicutt’s “Part Promotion - All Smiles: School-Wide Photography Inquiry”


This article contains a wonderful school-wide themed project idea.  Hunnicutt describes ways that the school media specialist along with classroom teachers can build inquiry about one topic, photography, into the whole school’s curriculum.  She writes that “engaging students is the most important piece of the puzzle in education.”  The photography project she illustrates engages students through use of WebQuests, use of technology, bulletin boards, creative displays, and collaborative teaching efforts.  The school-wide theme allows the students to see how there are many ways to learn about one topic.


This is a good article for information about the importance of school media specialist. Hunnicutt’s article highlights important roles the media specialist throughout inquiry project.  At the middle school, the media specialist taught her library lessons using the photography theme.  She helped the classroom teachers by providing them ways to make the photography study part of their classroom curriculum.  During the project, the media specialist takes an active role in student assessment by reading through their folders and recording their progress.  Hunnicut reported that the media specialist in collaboration with the school principle was able to design a way to get the other teachers interested in the in-service training topic about using new photo software.


Hunnicut’s article is well written and has appropriate and interesting links added.   Throughout the article, Hunnicut incorporates examples of how the media specialist works with different members of the school and community to integrate the photography inquiry project in the school.  As a reader, I would like to have read more examples about how the photography theme is being used in different classes.  She mentions how the science, art, and environmental clubs have used it but what about core classes like english, math, and history.  Was the theme incorporated into all classes?  How would the media specialist assist the teachers and students in other classes?  Overall this article provides a good starting point for learning how media specialist can work with teachers and students in school projects.

